June 2015

Armchair Travel Book Club Selection List
Brookfield Public Library 2015-2016
All sessions are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.

We try to have enough books available for everyone in the discussion group by requesting them
from other libraries. Under ideal circumstances, the books are available one month in advance of
the meeting date from the Circulation Desk. The additional copies will not be displayed in our
online catalog! Just ask at the check-out desk for the next available book discussion title. Please
ask them to check the item out to you through the date of the discussion.

August 18, 2015
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Netherlands
Amsterdam: A History of the World’s Most Liberal City by Russell Shorto
In this effortlessly erudite account, Russell Shorto traces the evolution of one of the world's greatest cities.
From the building of its first canals in the 1300s, through the brutal struggle for Dutch independence and
its golden age as the capital of a vast empire, to its complex present in which its cherished ideals of
liberalism are under siege, Shorto provides an ever-surprising, intellectually entertaining story of
Amsterdam. He also weaves in his own experiences of his adopted home. In the end, Amsterdam is an
endlessly captivating portrait of a city that has profoundly influenced the modern world (Amazon).

September 15, 2015
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Nepal
While the Gods Were Sleeping: A Journey Through Love and Rebellion in Nepal by
Elizabeth Enslin
Love and marriage brought American anthropologist Elizabeth Enslin to a world she never planned to
make her own: a life among Brahman in-laws in a remote village in the plains of Nepal. As she faced the
challenges of married life, birth, and childrearing in a foreign culture, she discovered as much about
human resilience, and the capacity for courage, as she did about herself. Set against the backdrop of
increasing political turmoil in Nepal, Enslin’s story takes us deep into the lives of local women as they
claim their rightful place in society—and make their voices heard (Amazon).

October 20, 2015
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Africa
Labyrinth of Kingdoms: 10,000 Miles Through Islamic Africa by Steve Kemper
In 1849 Heinrich Barth joined a small British expedition into unexplored regions of Islamic North and
Central Africa. One by one his companions died, but he carried on alone, eventually reaching the fabled
city of gold, Timbuktu. His five-and-a-half-year, 10,000-mile adventure ranks among the greatest journeys
in the annals of exploration, and his discoveries are considered indispensable by modern scholars of
Africa (Amazon).

November 17, 2015
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Cuba
The Other Side of Paradise: Life in the New Cuba by Julia Cooke
Over a period of five years, beginning when Fidel Castro stepped down from his presidency after almost a
half-century of reign, journalist Julia Cooke embedded herself in Cuba, gaining access to a dynamic
Havana--one that she found populated with twenty-five-year-old Marxist philosophy students, baby-faced
anarchists, children of the whiskey-drinking elite, Santería trainees, pregnant prostitutes, and more.
Combining intimate storytelling with in-depth reportage, The Other Side of Paradise weaves together
stories of the Cubans whom Cooke encountered, providing a vivid and unprecedented look into the daily
lives and future prospects of young people in Cuba today (Polaris summary).
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January 19, 2016
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Mexico
Gringos in Paradise: An American Couple Builds Their Retirement Dream House in a
Seaside Village in Mexico by Barry Golson
In 2004, Barry Golson wrote an award-winning article for AARP magazine about Mexican hot spots for
retirees longing for a lifestyle they couldn't afford in the United States. A year later, he and his wife Thia
were taking part in the growing trend of retiring abroad. They sold their Manhattan apartment, packed up
their SUV, and moved to one of those idyllic hot spots, the surfing and fishing village of Sayulita on
Mexico's Pacific coast (Amazon).

February 16, 2016
10:00a.m.
Forest Lover by Susan Vreeland

Rotary Club Room

British Columbia, Canada

In The Forest Lover, Vreeland traces the courageous life and career of Emily Carr, who--more than
Georgia O’Keeffe or Frida Kahlo--blazed a path for modern women artists. Overcoming the confines of
Victorian culture, Carr became a major force in modern art by capturing an untamed British Columbia and
its indigenous peoples just before industrialization changed them forever (Amazon).

March 15, 2016
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
South Pacific
Headhunters on My Doorstep: A True Treasure Island Ghost Story by J. Maarten Troost
Deciding to retrace the path once traveled by the author of Treasure Island, the author follows Robert
Louis Stevenson to the Marquesas, the Tuamotus, Tahiti, the Gilberts, and Samoa, tumbling from one
comic misadventure to another as he confronts his newfound sobriety. This is a funny yet poignant
account of one man's journey to find himself (Polaris summary).

April 19, 2016
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Egypt
The Millionaire and the Mummies: Theodore Davis's Gilded Age in the Valley of the Kings
by John M. Adams
Using six of Davis's most important discoveries as a lens around which to focus his quintessentially
American rags-to-riches tale, Adams chronicles the dizzying rise of a poor country preacher's son who,
through corruption and fraud, amassed tremendous wealth in Gilded Age New York and then atoned for
his ruthless career by inventing new standards for systematic excavation. Davis found a record eighteen
tombs in the Valley and, breaking with custom, gave all the spoils of his discoveries to museums (Polaris
summary).

May 17, 2016
10:00a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Washington D.C., USA
The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White House by Kate Andersen Brower
A remarkable history with elements of both In the President’s Secret Service and The Butler, The
Residence offers an intimate account of the service staff of the White House, from the Kennedys to the
Obamas. Combining incredible first-person anecdotes from extensive interviews with scores of White
House staff members—many speaking for the first time—with archival research, Kate Andersen Brower
tells their story. She reveals the intimacy between the First Family and the people who serve them, as well
as tension that has shaken the staff over the decades (Amazon).

June 21, 2016
10:00a.m.
Community Room
Selection Meeting for 2016-2017 season.
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