Armchair Travel Book Club Selections
Brookfield Public Library 2013 – 2014
rd

All sessions are held on the 3 Tuesday unless otherwise indicated
We try to have enough books available for everyone in the discussion group by requesting
them from other libraries. Under ideal circumstances, the books are available one month
in advance of the meeting date from the Circulation Desk. The additional copies will not
be displayed in our online catalog! Just ask at the check-out desk for the next available
book discussion title. Please ask them to check the item out to you through the date of
the discussion.
August 20, 2013
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Human Cargo: A Journey Among Refugees by Caroline Moorehead Miscellaneous
Moorehead takes readers on a journey to understand why millions of people are forced to
abandon their homes, possessions, and families in order to find a place where they may, quite
literally, be allowed to live. Her experience living and working with refugees puts a human face
on the news, providing indelible portraits of not only refugees but also the countries from which
they fled, as well as those that host them. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: Mary Lou Parrish
September 17, 2013
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Home is a Roof Over a Pig by Aminta Arrington
China
After moving her family to a small town in China, the author hopes they will grow to understand
the country with its long civilization, ancient philosophy, and complex language. Warm-hearted
locals welcome the strange-looking foreign family that is bewildered by the seemingly endless
cultural differences they face. The narrative is full of humor and unexpectedly moving moments.
Discussion leader: Phyllis Spencer
October 15, 2013
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Overbooked: Exploring the Business of Travel and Tourism by Elizabeth Becker
This invisible industry exploded at the end of the Cold War. In 2012 the number of tourists
traveling the world reached one billion. Now everything can be packaged as a tour. Becker
reveals travel as product. Seeing the tourism industry from the inside out, we experience a
dizzying range of travel options though very few quiet getaways. Her investigation is a first
examination of one of the largest and potentially most destructive enterprises. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: Edell Schaefer
November 19, 2013
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher by Timothy Egan
America
Edward Curtis was charismatic, handsome, a passionate mountaineer and a famous
photographer. He moved in rarefied circles, a friend to presidents, vaudeville stars, leading
thinkers. And he was 32-years old in 1900 when he gave it all up to pursue his Great Idea: to
capture on film the continent’s original inhabitants before the old ways disappeared. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: Holly Falik
NO MEETING IN DECEMBER
January 21, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Leonardo and the Last Supper by Ross King
Italy
Early in 1495, Leonardo da Vinci began work in Milan on what would become one of the world’s
most influential and beloved works of art – The Last Supper. Ross King chronicles how – amid
war and the political and religious turmoil around him, and beset by his own insecurities and
frustrations – Leonardo created the masterpiece that would forever define him. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: Margaret Courtright

February 18, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
The Big Truck That Went By by Jonathan M. Katz
Haiti
On January 12, 2010, the deadliest earthquake in the history of the Western Hemisphere struck
the nation least prepared to handle one. Katz, the only full-time American news correspondent in
Haiti, was inside his house when it buckled along with hundreds of thousands of others. In this
visceral first-hand account, Katz takes readers inside the terror of that day, the devastation visited
on ordinary Haitians, and through the monumental rescue effort that followed. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: open
March 18, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Castles in the Air by Judy Corbett
Wales
This is a compelling, mysterious and deeply romantic story of a couple that took on a house, but
uncovered a world – from a delicate ecosystem of frogs, bats and mice to ghosts both human and
animal. A world full of architectural puzzles that took them years of detective work to solve and
th
that sent them on missions to secret museum storerooms in New York. Restoring the 16
century Gwydir Castle reduced the couple to near penury and almost put-paid to their wedding in
the castle’s chapel. It turned their lives into a curious blend of real and imaginary. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: Nancy Griesberg
April 15, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
Ines of My Soul by Isabel Allende
Chile (Fiction)
A magisterial work of historical fiction that chronicles the astonishing life of Ines Suarez, a daring
Spanish conquistadora who toiled to build the nation of Chile – and whose vital role has too often
been neglected by history. Born into a poor family in Spain, Ines finds herself condemned to a
life of hard work without reward or hope for the future. She has a love affair with a man who will
change the course of her life: Pedro de Valdivia, a war hero and field marshal to the famed
Francisco Pizarro. Together they set out to conquer Chile. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: open
May 20, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Rotary Club Room
A Short Walk in the Hindu Kush by Eric Newby
Afghanistan
Feeling restless in the world of London’s high-fashion industry, Newby asked a friend to
accompany him on a mountain-climbing expedition in the wild and remote Hindu Kush, in
northeastern Afghanistan. Newby’s frank and funny account of their expedition to what is still
amongst the world’s most isolated areas is one of the classics of travel writing. (Jacket)
Discussion leader: Marion Doering
June 17, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Community Room
Selection meeting for 2014-2015 season.

