July 2012

“Great Lives” Biography Book Group
Brookfield Public Library 2012-2013

Books are available at the Circulation Desk about a month before the meeting.

Monday, August 27, 2012
1:00pm
Rotary Room
American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House by Jon Meacham
Andrew Jackson, his intimate circle of friends, and his tumultuous times are at the heart of this remarkable book about the
man who rose from nothing to create the modern presidency. Beloved and hated, venerated and reviled, Andrew Jackson
was an orphan who fought his way to the pinnacle of power, bending the nation to his will in the cause of democracy. One
of our most significant yet dimly recalled presidents, Jackson was a battle-hardened warrior, the founder of the
Democratic Party, and the architect of the presidency as we know it. (Distributed by Syndetic Solutions, Inc.)

Monday, September 24, 2012
1:00pm
House of Gucci by Sara Gay Forden

Rotary Room

From the day Guccio Gucci opened his modest leathergoods shop in Florence in the 1900s to the day Investcorp took
control of the multimillion-dollar company in 1993, from the signature horse-bit loafers and bamboo-handled bags of the
1980s to the sexy, hard-edged Tom Ford designs of today, The House of Gucci tells a story of high fashion, high finance,
and personal tragedy. (book jacket.)

Monday, October 22, 2012
1:00pm
Eleanor Roosevelt, Volume 1 by Blanche Wiesen Cook

Rotary Room

Eleanor Roosevelt was born into the privileges and prejudices of American aristocracy and into a family ravaged by
alcoholism. She overcame debilitating roots: in her public life, fighting against racism and injustice and advancing the
rights of women; and in her private life, forming lasting intimate friendships with some of the great men and women of
her times. (amazon.com)

Monday, November 26, 2012
1:00pm
Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman by Robert Massie

Rotary Room

A narrative biography of Catherine the Great, the empress of Russia, centering on her 34-year struggle to rule backward
Russia using the ideals of the Enlightenment philosophers. Covering her life from childhood to death, the book reveals the
human drama of her rule, offering details on her relationships with friends, enemies, family, and lovers, in addition to
analysis of how she coped with political crises. (booknews.com)

December NO MEETING
Monday, January 28, 2013
Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson

1:00pm

Rotary Room

Based on more than forty interviews with Jobs conducted over two years, as well as interviews with more than a hundred
family members, friends, adversaries, competitors, and colleagues, the author has written a riveting story of the rollercoaster life and searingly intense personality of a creative entrepreneur whose passion for perfection and ferocious drive
revolutionized six industries: personal computers, animated movies, music, phones, tablet computing, and digital
publishing. His tale is instructive and cautionary, filled with lessons about innovation, character, leadership, and values.
(publisher)

Monday, February 25, 2013
1:00pm
Rotary Room
Mother Country: Memoir of an Adopted Boy by Jeremy Harding
When Jeremy Harding was a child, his mother, Maureen, told him he was adopted. She described his natural parents as a
Scandinavian sailor and a “little Irish girl” who worked in a grocery. It was only later, as Harding set out to look for traces
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of his birth mother, that he began to understand who his adoptive mother really was—and the benign make-believe world
she built for herself and her little boy. Evoking a magical childhood spent in transit between west London and a decrepit
houseboat on the banks of the River Thames, Mother Country is both a detective quest, as Harding searches through the
public records for clues about his natural mother, and a rich social history of a lost London from the 1950s. A powerful
true story about a man looking for the mother he had never known and finding out how little he understood the one he had
grown up with. (amazon.com)

Monday, March 25, 2013
1:00pm
Destiny of the Republic by Candice Millard

Rotary Room

James A. Garfield was one of the most extraordinary men ever elected president. Born into abject poverty, he rose to
become a wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, and a renowned and admired reformist congressman. Nominated for
president against his will, he engaged in a fierce battle with the corrupt political establishment. But four months after his
inauguration, a deranged office seeker tracked Garfield down and shot him in the back. But the shot didn't kill Garfield.
The drama of what happened subsequently is a powerful story of a nation in turmoil. The unhinged assassin's halfdelivered strike shattered the fragile national mood of a country so recently fractured by civil war, and left the wounded
president as the object of a bitter behind-the-scenes struggle for power--over his administration, over the nation's future,
and, hauntingly, over his medical care. A team of physicians administered shockingly archaic treatments, to disastrous
effect. As his condition worsened, Garfield received help: Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of the telephone, worked
around the clock to invent a new device capable of finding the bullet. (café online catalog)

Monday, April 22, 2013
1:00pm
Rotary Room
In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin by
Erik Larson
The time is 1933, the place, Berlin, when William E. Dodd becomes America's first ambassador to Hitler's Germany in a
year that proved to be a turning point in history. (café online catalog)

Monday, June 3, 2013*
1:00pm
Rotary Room
Chocolate Wars by Deborah Cadbury
*date change because of Memorial Day
Chocolate was consumed unrefined and unprocessed as a rather bitter, fatty drink for the wealthy elite until the late 19th
century, when the Swiss discovered a way to blend it with milk and unleashed a product that would conquer every market
in the world. Thereafter, one of the great global business rivalries unfolded as each chocolate maker attempted to
dominate its domestic market and innovate new recipes for chocolate that would set it apart from its rivals. The contest
was full of dramatic contradictions: The Cadburys were austere Quakers who found themselves making millions from an
indulgent product; Kitty Hershey could hardly have been more flamboyant yet her husband was moved by the Cadburys’
tradition of philanthropy. Each was a product of their unique time and place yet they shared one thing: they wanted to
make the best chocolate in the world. (amazon.com)

Monday, June 24, 2013
1:00pm
Rotary Room
Selection Meeting for the 2013-2014 season. Cast your votes!
Monday, July 22, 2013
1:00pm
Rotary Room
Her Majesty: Queen Elizabeth II and Her Court by Robert Hardman
History has known no monarch like her. Not only has Elizabeth II reigned through Britain's transformation from an
imperial power to a multi-cultural nation, but she has also steered the monarchy through more reforms in the last twentyfive years than in the previous century. Queen Elizabeth II sits at the head of an ancient institution that remains
simultaneously popular, regal, inclusive, and relevant in a twenty-first-century world. It is down to neither luck nor
longevity: it is down to the shrewd judgment of a thoroughly modern monarchy-with no small assistance from the longestserving consort in history. Here is the inside story. (Distributed by Syndetic Solutions, Inc.)

The “Great Lives” Biography Book Group welcomes everyone interested in reading and discussing
biographies. For more information, please contact the Adult Reference Desk at 262-782-4140, option 1.
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