July 2016

“Great Lives” Biography Book Group
Brookfield Public Library 2016-17

Books are available at the Circulation Desk about a month before the meeting.
Anyone interested in reading and discussing biographies is welcome!

Monday, August 22, 2016

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Code Talker: The First and Only Memoir by One of the Original Navajo Code Talkers of WWII by
Chester Nez
A retired Marine and Navajo Indian describes his experiences as one of twenty-nine top-secret code talkers during World
War II and how his life growing up on the Checkerboard Area of the Navajo Reservation prepared him for his service.
(Baker & Taylor)

Monday, September 26, 2016

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

The Greatest Knight : the Remarkable Life of William Marshal, the Power Behind Five English
Thrones by Thomas Asbridge.
A renowned historian draws upon the thirteenth-century biography and an array of other contemporary evidence to
present a compelling account of William Marshal's life and times. Asbridge follows Marshal on his journey from rural
England onto the battlefields of France, to the desert castles of the Holy Land and the verdant shores of Ireland, charting
the unparalleled rise to prominence of a man bound to a code of honour, yet driven by unquenchable ambition. (Polaris)

Monday, October 24, 2016

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Lincoln by David Donald
Donald brilliantly depicts Lincoln’s gradual ascent from humble beginnings in rural Kentucky to the ever-expanding
political circles in Illinois, and finally to the presidency of a country divided by civil war. Donald goes beyond biography,
illuminating the gradual development of Lincoln’s character, chronicling his tremendous capacity for evolution and
growth, thus illustrating what made it possible for a man so inexperienced and so unprepared for the presidency to become
a great moral leader. In the most troubled of times, here was a man who led the country out of slavery and preserved a
shattered Union—in short, one of the greatest presidents this country has ever seen. (Publisher)

Monday, November 28, 2016

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

The Dead Duke, His Secret Wife, and the Missing Corpse : an Extraordinary Edwardian Case of
Deception and Intrigue by Piu Marie Eatwell.
At the close of the Victorian era, as now, privacy was power. The extraordinarily wealthy 5th Duke of Portland had a
mania for it, hiding in his horse drawn carriage and creating tunnels between buildings to avoid being seen. So when, in
1897, an elderly widow asked the court to exhume the grave of her late father-in-law, T.C. Druce, under the suspicion that
he'd led a double life as the 5th Duke, no one could dismiss her claim. The eccentric duke, Anna Maria was sure, had
faked his death as Druce, and therefore, her son should inherit the Portland millions. A lurid, decade-long case was born.
(Publisher)

December NO MEETING
Monday, January 23, 2017

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush by Jon Meacham
Drawing on President Bush's personal diaries, on the diaries of his wife, Barbara, and on extraordinary access to the fortyfirst president and his family, Meacham paints an intimate and surprising portrait of an intensely private man who led the
nation through tumultuous times. This is the human story of a man who was, like the nation he led, at once
noble and flawed. His was one of the great American lives. This book is an affecting portrait of a man who, driven
by destiny and by duty, forever sought, ultimately, to put the country first. (Publisher)
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Monday, February 27, 2017

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Michelangelo: a Life in Six Masterpieces by Miles Unger
The life of perhaps the most famous, most revolutionary artist in history, told through the stories of six of his magnificent
masterpieces. (Publisher)

Monday, March 27, 2017

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

The Immortal Irishman by Timothy Egan
A dashing young orator during the Great Famine of the 1840s, in which a million of his Irish countrymen died, Thomas
Francis Meagher led a failed uprising against British rule, for which he was banished to a Tasmanian prison colony. He
escaped and six months later was heralded in the streets of New York--the revolutionary hero, back from the dead, at the
dawn of the great Irish immigration to America. Meagher's rebirth in America included his leading the newly formed Irish
Brigade from New York in many of the fiercest battles of the Civil War. Meagher's dream was that Irish-American
troops, seasoned by war, would return to Ireland and liberate their homeland from British rule. The hero's last chapter, as
territorial governor of Montana, was a romantic quest for a true home in the far frontier. His death has long been a
mystery to which Egan brings haunting, colorful new evidence. (Publisher)

Monday, April 24, 2017

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter by Kate Larson
Joe and Rose Kennedy’s strikingly beautiful daughter Rosemary attended exclusive schools, was presented as a debutante
to the Queen of England, and traveled the world with her high-spirited sisters. And yet, Rosemary was intellectually
disabled — a secret fiercely guarded by her powerful and glamorous family. Major new sources — Rose Kennedy’s
diaries and correspondence, school and doctors' letters, and exclusive family interviews — bring Rosemary alive as a girl
adored but left far behind by her competitive siblings. Kate Larson reveals both the sensitive care Rose and Joe gave to
Rosemary and then — as the family’s standing reached an apex — the often desperate and duplicitous arrangements the
Kennedys made to keep her away from home as she became increasingly intractable in her early twenties. Finally, Larson
illuminates Joe’s decision to have Rosemary lobotomized at age twenty-three, and the family's complicity in keeping the
secret. (Polaris)

Monday, May 22, 2017

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Ashley’s War: The Untold Story of a Team of Women Soldiers on the Special Ops Battlefield by
Gayle Lemmon
In 2010, the U.S. Army Special Operations Command created Cultural Support Teams, a pilot program to put women on
the battlefield alongside Green Berets and Army Rangers on sensitive missions in Afghanistan. The idea was that women
could access places and people that had remained out of reach, and could build relationships--woman to woman--in ways
that male soldiers in a conservative, traditional country could not. Though officially banned from combat, female soldiers
could be “attached” to different teams, and for the first time, women throughout the Army heard the call to try out for this
special ops program. This book tells the story of CST-2, a unit of women hand-picked from across the Army, and the
remarkable hero at its heart: 1st Lt. Ashley White. (Polaris)

Monday, June 26, 2017

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Selection Meeting for the 2017-2018 season. Cast your votes!

Monday, July 24, 2017

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

A Royal Duty by Paul Burrell
Paul Burrell, butler to Diana, Princess of Wales, and the man she called "my rock" presents the untold story behind one of
the most sensational chapters in the history of the House of Windsor. The story of shocking secrets, absolute power, and
unlikely alliances. The story behind previously unseen letters and photos and first-person insights. The story that will
rewrite history and stand alone as the archive of Princess Diana's time as a Royal. The story of a faithful subject and his
moving tribute to the Queen and Princess he served. - (Blackwell North America)
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