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“Great Lives” Biography Book Group
Brookfield Public Library 2013-14

Books are available at the Circulation Desk about a month before the meeting.

Monday, August 26, 2013
1:00pm
James Madison by Richard Brookhiser

Harnischfeger Room

James Madison led one of the most influential and prolific lives in American history, and his story, although all too often
overshadowed by his more celebrated contemporaries, is integral to that of the nation. Madison helped to shape our country as perhaps
no other Founder: collaborating on the Federalist Papers and the Bill of Rights, resisting government overreach by assembling one of
the nation’s first political parties (the Republicans, who became today’s Democrats), and taking to the battlefield during the War of
1812, becoming the last president to lead troops in combat. This penetrating biography presents a vivid portrait of the Father of the
Constitution, an accomplished yet humble statesman who nourished Americans’ fledgling liberty and vigorously defended the laws
that have preserved it to this day. (Online catalog summary)

Monday, September 23, 2013
1:00pm
Eleanor of Aquitaine by Ralph Turner

Harnischfeger Room

Eleanor of Aquitaine’s extraordinary life seems more likely to be found in the pages of fiction. Proud daughter of a distinguished
French dynasty, she married the king of France, Louis VII, then the king of England, Henry II, and gave birth to two sons who rose to
take the English throne—Richard the Lionheart and John. Renowned for her beauty, hungry for power, headstrong, and
unconventional, Eleanor traveled on crusades, acted as regent for Henry II and later for Richard, incited rebellion, endured a fifteenyear imprisonment, and as an elderly widow still wielded political power with energy and enthusiasm. This gripping biography is the
definitive account of the most important queen of the Middle Ages. Turner focuses on a wealth of primary sources, including a
collection of Eleanor’s own documents not previously accessible to scholars. (Yale University)

Monday, October 28, 2013
1:00pm
Harnischfeger Room
That Woman: The Life of Wallis Simpson Duchess of Windsor by Anne Sebba
The first full scale biography of Wallis Simpson to be written by a woman, exploring the mind of one of the most glamorous and
reviled figures of the Twentieth Century. This is the story of the American divorcee notorious for allegedly seducing a British king off
his throne. “That woman,” so called by Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother, was born Bessie Wallis Warfield in 1896 in Baltimore.
Neither beautiful nor brilliant, she endured an impoverished childhood, which fostered in her a burning desire to rise above her
circumstances. (McMillan Palgrave)

Monday, November 25, 2013
1:00pm
Harnischfeger Room
The Last Madam: a Life in the New Orleans Underworld by Christine Wiltz
The forty-year reign of New Orleans "madam" Norma Wallace is chronicled here, with plentiful accounts from the prostitutes,
"johns," local celebrities, and cops who were part of this colorful drama set in the city's notorious Red Light District. (Baker & Taylor)

December NO MEETING
Monday, January 27, 2014
1:00pm
Thomas Jefferson: the Art of Power by Jon Meacham

Harnischfeger Room

This biography gives readers Jefferson the politician and president, a great and complex human being forever engaged in the wars of
his era. Philosophers think; politicians maneuver. Jefferson's genius was that he was both and could do both, often simultaneously,
catapulting him into becoming the most successful political leader of the early republic, and perhaps in all of American history.
(Online catalog summary)
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Monday, February 24, 2014
1:00pm
The Man Who Quit Money by Mark Sundeen

Harnischfeger Room

In 2000, Daniel Suelo left his life savings, all thirty dollars of it, in a phone booth. This book is an account of how one man learned to
live, sanely and happily, without earning, receiving, or spending a single cent. Suelo doesn't pay taxes, or accept food stamps or
welfare. He lives in caves in the Utah canyonlands, forages wild foods and gourmet discards. He no longer even carries an I.D. Yet he
manages to amply fulfill not only the basic human needs-for shelter, food, and warmth-but, to an enviable degree, the universal desires
for companionship, purpose, and spiritual engagement. (Penguin Putnam)

Monday, March 24, 2014
1:00pm
Harnischfeger Room
Serving Victoria: Life in the Royal Household by Kate Hubbard
During her sixty-three-year reign, Queen Victoria gathered around herself a household dedicated to her service. For some, royal
employment was the defining experience of their lives; for others it came as an unwelcome duty or as a prelude to greater things.
Serving Victoria follows the lives of six members of her household, from the governess to the royal children, from her maid of honor
to her chaplain and her personal physician. Drawing on their letters and diaries-- many hitherto unpublished-- Serving Victoria offers a
unique insight into the Victorian court, with all its frustrations and absurdities, as well as the Queen herself, sitting squarely at its
center. (Online catalog summary)

Monday, April 28, 2014
1:00pm
Harnischfeger Room
The Spy Who Loved: The Secrets and Lives of Christine Granville by Clare Mulley
Explores the life and career of one of Britain's most daring and highly decorated special agents, whose gathered intelligence and
courage provided a significant contribution to the Allied war effort in World War II. (Online catalog summary)

Monday, June 2, 2014*
Duel with the Devil by Paul Collins

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

*date change because of Memorial Day

Acclaimed historian Paul Collins' remarkable true account of a stunning turn-of-the-19th century murder and the trial that ensued-- a
showdown in which iconic political rivals Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr joined forces to make sure justice was done. (Online
catalog summary)

Monday, June 23, 2014
1:00pm
Harnischfeger Room
Selection Meeting for the 2014-2015 season. Cast your votes!
Monday, July 28, 2014
Henry Ford by Vincent Curcio

1:00pm

Harnischfeger Room

Most great figures in American history reveal great contradictions, and Henry Ford is no exception. He championed his workers,
offering unprecedented wages, yet crushed their attempts to organize. Virulently anti-Semitic, he never employed fewer than 3,000
Jews. An outspoken pacifist, he made millions producing war materials. He urbanized the modern world, and then tried to drag it back
into a romanticized rural past he'd helped to destroy. Henry Ford not only founded Ford Motor Company but institutionalized
assembly line production and, some would argue, created the American middle class. By constantly improving his product and
increasing sales, Ford was able to lower the price of the automobile until it became a universal commodity. He paid his workers so
well that, for the first time in history, the people who manufactured a complex industrial product could own one. This was "Fordism"-social engineering on a vast scale. Ford's anti-Semitism would forever stain his reputation. Hitler admired him greatly, both for his
anti-Semitism and his autocratic leadership, displaying Ford's picture in his bedroom and keeping a copy of Ford's My Life and Work
by his bedside. Nevertheless, Ford's economic and social initiatives, as well as his deft handling of his public image, kept his
popularity high among Americans. He offered good pay, good benefits, English language classes, and employment for those who
struggled to find jobs--handicapped, African-American, and female workers. Such was his popularity that in 1923, the homespun,
clean-living, xenophobic Henry Ford nearly won the Republican presidential nomination. (Oxford University Press)

The “Great Lives” Biography Book Group welcomes everyone interested in reading and discussing
biographies. For more information, please contact the Adult Reference Desk at 262-782-4140, option 1.
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