BACK IN TIME BOOK CLUB
2020 titles

Books are available at the Circulation Desk about 1 month before the meeting.
Thursday, January 16
2:00pm
Rotary Room
Starlet and the Spy by Ji-min Lee ; translated from the Korean by Chi-Young Kim
American movie star Marilyn Monroe will be visiting Korea on a four-day USO tour, and Alice has been chosen as her
translator. Though intrigued, Alice has few expectations of the job--what could she and a beautiful actress at the peak
of her fame possibly have to talk about? Yet the Marilyn she meets, while just as dazzling and sensual as Alice
expected, is also surprisingly approachable. As Marilyn's visit unfolds, Alice is forced into a reckoning with her own
painful past.
(cafelibraries.org)

Thursday, February 20
2:00pm
Heads You Win by Jeffrey Archer

Rotary Room

Alexander Karpenko is no ordinary child, and from an early age, it is clear he is destined to lead his countrymen. But
when his father is assassinated by the KGB for defying the state, he and his mother will have to escape from Russia
if they hope to survive. At the docks, they are confronted with an irreversible choice: should they board a container
ship bound for America, or Great Britain? Alexander leaves that choice to the toss of a coin. In a single moment, a
double twist decides Alexander's future.
(cafelibraries.org)

Thursday, March 19
2:00pm
A Well-Behaved Woman: A Novel of the Vanderbilts

Rotary Room

by Therese Anne Fowler
Alva Smith, her southern family destitute after the Civil War, married into one of America's great Gilded Age
dynasties: the newly wealthy but socially shunned Vanderbilts. Ignored by New York's old-money circles and
determined to win respect, she designed and built 9 mansions, hosted grand balls, and arranged for her daughter to
marry a duke. But Alva also defied convention for women of her time, asserting power within her marriage and
becoming a leader in the women's suffrage movement.
(cafelibraries.org)

Thursday, April 16
Nefertiti by Michelle Moran

2:00pm

Rotary Room

Nefertiti and her younger sister, Mutnodjmet, have been raised in a powerful family that has provided wives to the
rulers of Egypt for centuries. Ambitious, charismatic, and beautiful, Nefertiti is destined to marry Amunhotep, an
unstable young pharaoh. From the moment of her arrival in Thebes, Nefertiti is beloved by the people. But as she
turns her attention to producing a son, she fails to see those plotting against her husband's rule. The only person
wise enough to recognize the shift in political winds is Mutnodjmet.
(amazon.com)

Thursday, May 21
2:00pm
Island of Sea Women by Lisa See

Rotary Room

Mi-ja and Young-sook, two girls living on the Korean island of Jeju, are best friends that come from very different
backgrounds. An epoch set over many decades, beginning during a period of Japanese colonialism in the 1930s and
1940s, followed by World War II, the Korean War and its aftermath, through the era of cell phones and wet suits for
the women divers. Throughout this time, the residents of Jeju find themselves caught between warring empires. This
beautiful, thoughtful novel illuminates a world turned upside down, one where the women are in charge, engaging in
dangerous physical work, and the men take care of the children.
(cafelibraries.org)

Thursday, June 18
2:00pm
Rotary Room
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michelle Richardson
Cussy Mary Carter is the last of her kind, her skin the color of a blue damselfly in these dusty hills. But that doesn't
mean she's got nothing to offer. As a member of the Pack Horse Library Project, Cussy delivers books to the hill folk
of Troublesome, hoping to spread learning in these desperate times. But not everyone is so keen on Cussy's family
or the Library Project, and the hardscrabble Kentuckians are quick to blame a Blue for any trouble in their small town.
(cafelibraries.org)
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Thursday, July 16
2:00pm
Enchantress of Numbers by Jennifer Chiaverinni

Rotary Room

The only legitimate child of Lord Byron, the most brilliant, revered, and scandalous of the Romantic poets, Ada was
destined for fame long before her birth. Estranged from Ada's father, who was infamously "mad, bad, and dangerous
to know," Ada's mathematician mother is determined to save her only child from her perilous Byron heritage.
Banishing fairy tales and make-believe from the nursery, Ada's mother provides her daughter with a rigorous
education grounded in mathematics and science. All the while, she passionately studies mathematics--ignoring
skeptics who consider it an unusual, even unhealthy pursuit for a woman--falls in love, discovers the shocking secrets
behind her parents' estrangement, and comes to terms with the unquenchable fire of her imagination.
(cafelibraries.org)

Thursday, August 20
Little by Edward Carey

2:00pm

Rotary Room

The wry, macabre, unforgettable tale of an ambitious orphan in Revolutionary Paris, befriended by royalty and
radicals, who transforms herself into the legendary Madame Tussaud.
(cafelibraries.org)

Thursday, September 17
2:00pm
Mistress of the Ritz by Melanie Benjamin

Rotary Room

In March 1940, the Nazis sweep Paris and immediately take up residence in one of the city's most iconic sites: The
Hotel Ritz. There, under a roof legendary for its unprecedented luxury and for its fabled residents--including Coco
Chanel, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, Cole Porter, Hemingway, Balanchine, Doris Duke, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
and now Hermann Goering--the Nazis rule over a paralyzed city. But two residents of the Ritz refuse to be defeated:
its director, Claude Auzello, and his beautiful American actress wife, Blanche. They not only oversee the smooth
workings of the hotel, but both Blanche and Claude throw themselves fearlessly into the dangerous and clandestine
workings of the French Resistance.
(cafelibraries.org)

Thursday, October 15
2:00pm
That Churchill Woman by Stephanie Barron

Rotary Room

Wealthy, privileged, and fiercely independent New Yorker Jennie Jerome took Victorian England by storm when she
landed on its shores. As Lady Randolph Churchill, she gave birth to a man who defined the twentieth century: her son
Winston. But Jennie--reared in the luxury of Gilded Age Newport and the Paris of the Second Empire--lived an
outrageously modern life all her own, filled with controversy, passion, tragedy, and triumph.
(cafelibraries.org)

(Ballots for 2021 selections distributed. Cast your votes!)

Thursday, November 19
2:00pm
Cherokee America by Margaret Verble

Rotary Room

It’s the early spring of 1875 in the Cherokee Nation West. A baby, a black hired hand, a bay horse, a gun, a gold
stash, and a preacher have all gone missing. Cherokee America Singer, known as “Check,” a wealthy farmer, mother
of five boys, and soon-to-be widow, is not amused. In this epic of the American frontier, several plots intertwine
around the heroic and resolute Check: her son is caught in a compromising position that results in murder; a neighbor
disappears; another man is killed. The tension mounts and the violence escalates as Check’s mixed race family,
friends, and neighbors come together to protect their community and painfully expel one of their own.
(cafelibraries.org)

(Ballots for 2021 selections collected. Cast your votes!)

Thursday, December 17
2:00pm
Finding Dorothy by Dorothy Letts

Rotary Room

This richly imagined novel tells the story behind The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, the book that inspired the iconic film,
through the eyes of author L. Frank Baum's intrepid wife, Maud. Hollywood, 1938: As soon as she learns that M-G-M
is adapting her late husband's masterpiece for the screen, seventy-seven-year-old Maud Gage Baum sets about
trying to finagle her way onto the set. Nineteen years after Frank's passing, Maud is the only person who can help the
producers stay true to the spirit of the book--because she's the only one left who knows its secrets. (cafelibraries.org)

The Back in Time Book Club welcomes everyone interested in reading and discussing historical fiction.
New Members are always welcome
For more information, please contact the Adult Reference Desk at 262-782-4140, opt. 1

