PURPOSE
The City of Brookfield Community Vision Report, adopted December 16,
2008, culminates the first stage in the preparation of Brookfield’s 2035
Comprehensive Plan. The Report lays out a bold yet achievable vision for the
City through the year 2035. Based on that vision, the Comprehensive Plan
will provide more detailed guidance for the type, location, and appearance
of growth, redevelopment, and preservation throughout the City over that 25
year time period. Scheduled for completion in late 2009, the Comprehensive
Plan will update Brookfield’s 2020 Master Plan and meet the requirements of
State Statutes.

PROCESS
Public input was critical to the visioning process. Input opportunities, conducted from June to October 2008, included a public hearing, public open
houses, small group discussions, City committee meetings, use of the Web,
and outreach through newsletters and local media. The City also convened
a citizen-based Comprehensive Plan Task Force to serve as a conduit for
public input and to advise the Plan Commission and ultimately the Common
Council on the preferred vision.

ASSETS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Brookfield’s 2035 Vision is based on a clear understanding of the community’s
recent plans; unique assets; regional and global trends; and the future
opportunities and challenges that these assets and trends create.
Brookfield is centrally positioned in Southeastern Wisconsin, which has
historically been anchored by the City of Milwaukee, but is increasingly
linked to the Chicagoland area. Brookfield is ideally placed along the
Interstate 94 corridor, just west of Milwaukee en route to Madison.
Brookfield’s unique assets as a community include its comparatively low
taxes, great schools, central and accessible location, full range of services
for consumers and companies, good public services and roads, parks and
green space, and friendly and safe atmosphere.
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Brookfield is fortunate to have a number of opportunities to maintain and
enhance the community in the face of a changing world. Brookfield’s key
opportunities include:
• Leveraging the experience, skills, and innovative potential of Brookfield’s
“boomer” population to promote entrepreneurship and mentorship
opportunities in the City.
• Growing as a regional center of jobs, shopping, culture, and entertainment.
• Repositioning aging retail areas as dynamic mixed-use districts.
• Improving transportation access.
• Linking housing choices more closely to workforce and community needs.
• Increasing opportunities for higher education and lifelong learning in
the area.

BROOKFIELD’S 2035 VISION
Brookfield’s 2035 Vision is presented, described, illustrated, and quantified
through a number of different approaches in the Report, which include a vision
statement, illustrations, impact statistics, and detailed descriptions and
comparisons to other possible futures for Brookfield.
Brookfield’s 2035 Vision is represented on the graphic on the reverse.
Recognizing that words can only partly present what the Brookfield of 2035
can be, Brookfield’s 2035 Vision has also been illustrated through maps,
photos, and tables. Together the Vision focuses on:
• Neighborhoods. Brookfield’s existing; predominantly single family
neighborhoods will remain safe and attractive and will see very little
land use change.
• Greenway Corridors. The City will complete its open space and trail
network for the multiple recreational, stormwater management, flood
control, and community enhancement purposes they serve.

• Targeted Investment Areas (TIAs). Mixed-use land use change and redevelopment will be focused in Brookfield’s TIAs—smaller geographic areas
focused near the intersections of major roads. This will generate vitality and
value within the TIAs, nearby neighborhoods, and the City as a whole.
Quantitative impacts associated with carrying out the 2035 Vision were
analyzed. Under this analysis, the net fiscal impact of the 2035 Vision is
projected to be positive. Other projected impacts recognize and show how
the community will grow and change over the next 25+ years.
In many ways, the 2035 Vision reflects and advances the City’s 2020 Vision,
which was central to its 2020 Master Plan. This includes an emphasis on
maintaining a balanced community consisting of residential neighborhoods
supported by commercial growth and development. The 2035 Vision does,
however, represent an evolution of the 2020 Vision by embracing emerging
trends and issues, including an emphasis on sustainability and regionalism.

ADVANCING THE VISION
Brookfield’s 2035 Vision should be widely disseminated, understood, and
accepted. Information included in the Comprehensive Plan, and indeed all City
activities, should be consistent with and measured against the 2035 Vision.
The Comprehensive Plan—and the process to prepare it—will begin where the
2035 Vision leaves off. To advance and clarify the vision, the Comprehensive
Plan will:
• Include detailed strategies for implementing ideas presented or introduced
through the 2035 Vision.
• Establish priorities for implementing different components of the 2035 Vision.
• Clearly articulate the relationship of Plan recommendations to the
2035 Vision, and identify areas where achievement of the vision may
be challenging.
To review the full Community Vision Report and for more information about
the planning process, go to www.ci.brookfield.wi.us.

