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HOURS
April thru November

Tuesdays and Thursdays
1:00-7:00 p.m.

Year-round

Saturdays
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

FROM THE MAYOR
Dear Brookfield Residents,
I am devoting this Mayor’s letter to a very special
asset in our community: the Sharon Lynne Wilson
Center for the Arts.
Twenty years ago, the Wilson Center was under
construction and scheduled to open in January
of 2002. I had been elected an Alderman in the
Spring of 1998, and was participating in the final
votes of the Common Council that leased certain lands in Mitchell Park to
the Wilson Center through a long term, low cost land lease. Subsequently,
the Common Council also agreed to use the City’s borrowing capacity and
high credit rating to provide the initial financing for the Wilson Center. The
Wilson Center refinanced in 2007 and, thereafter, the City has had no role in
Wilson Center financing.
On page 10 of this Newsletter, there is an article about the Wilson Center
prepared by people who are currently among its leading volunteers. In the years
since it opened, the Wilson Center has proven to be a great cultural resource
for our community as well as the surrounding area. Of great importance to the
Wilson Center has been the fact that the Elmbrook School District has been the
key tenant of the Center throughout its history. I personally make it a priority
to attend all of the high school musicals at the Center and have been amazed
at the quality of the productions. I know it is a real thrill for our young people
to perform in such a beautiful venue. My own two daughters have had the
opportunity to perform there.
The Wilson Center provides a wide range of cultural experiences for the area
and, prior to the pandemic, was welcoming more than 55,000 people per year. It
is also an ideal venue for special events and, in September of 2014, my younger
daughter was married at the Wilson Center and the wedding reception was held
there. It was a very special experience and I was proud that our community was
home to such a wonderful facility, and grateful to all the visionary benefactors
who made it possible.
The pandemic has of course been challenging for most of us, including the
Wilson Center. As we look ahead to widespread vaccinations and, hopefully,
a gradual return to some normalcy, I urge you to make your enjoyment of
the Wilson Center a personal priority and to actively support this marvelous
community resource.
Enjoy spring in our beautiful City!
Mayor Steve Ponto
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
ROAD WORK AFFECTING TRAFFIC
IN BROOKFIELD IN 2021

Road work starts back up this spring, with two major road
projects scheduled for 2021. Waukesha County will resume
their project, widening North Avenue (CTH M) from
Pilgrim Parkway to N. 124th Street. The road will be open
to local traffic. Through traffic should find alternative routes
to avoid delays during the construction.
The City will begin its major reconstruction and widening of
Calhoun Road from North Avenue to Capitol Drive. While
the project will be open to local traffic, a portion of Calhoun
Road will be closed to all traffic for a period of six months
or so. This is necessary to remove the unstable soils between
River Birch Drive and Burleigh Road and to reconstruct
the two railroad crossings. Motorists are encouraged to find
alternative routes. A detour route will be posted on Pilgrim
Road between North Avenue and Capitol Drive.
Please pay attention to and comply with all construction
signs and drive carefully in the construction zones. Your
safety and that of the workers is dependent upon your
adherence to these signs.

SUMP PUMPS KEEP YOUR BASEMENT
DRY OR CAUSE BASEMENT BACKUPS
— HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE?

Your sump pump can keep your basement dry if it works
and discharges to the proper location. But it can also cause
basement backups if not properly discharged.
If your sump pump is large enough, operating properly
during heavy rains, and discharges to your yard (at least six
feet from the foundation to ground that drains away from
your house) or to a storm sewer or ditch, then it should
keep your basement dry.
However, if your sump pump can’t keep up with the flow of
water into your sump crock during heavy rains it can result
in overflowing sump crocks and making your basement wet.
These undersized sump pumps allow excess water to run
across the floor to the floor drain and into the sanitary sewer
contributing to basement backups of raw sewage into homes.
Make sure your sump pump is operational and large enough
to handle heavy rains we occasionally get in summer.
Furthermore, if the sump pump is illegally routed to your
laundry tub or to a floor drain, that water ultimately drains
to the sanitary sewer system. Illegally connected sump
pumps also cause basement backups and must be routed
properly as identified above.
The City has spent tens of millions of dollars upgrading
its sanitary sewer system and storm sewers. Yet all these
improvements are meaningless if undersized or illegally
connected sump pumps discharge water into the sanitary
sewer system.
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Check your sump pump discharge. It should be routed
outside to an above ground drain pipe (fairly easy to check)
or to a storm sewer (more difficult to check). If it does not
discharge to a drain pipe outside, where does it go? Does it
discharge underground? Where to?
By checking your sump pump, you can reduce the potential
for a wet basement in the future and help keep your
neighbor’s dry as well.

SAVE MONEY, WATER
AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Operating your water softener more efficiently or purchasing
one that operates based on demand rather than a timer can
save you money by purchasing less salt. A byproduct of the
regeneration process of the softener is wastewater containing
high amounts of chloride, which is not removed in the
wastewater treatment process and passes through into the
environment. Here are some tips to help you save money,
water and the environment.
l	Soften only the water that needs to be softened. Cold tap
drinking water lines and outside water spigots should
bypass the water softener.
l	Set your softener to treat Brookfield’s water supply which
is around 23 grains.
l	If you have a timer based regeneration system, check the
timer; you may be able to increase the interval between
regeneration cycles without affecting water quality.
l	Switch from a timer to a demand initiated regeneration
(DIR) control, which use either a flow meter or sensor
to determine when to begin the regeneration cycle. This
type of control will pay for itself in as little as three years
from reduced salt and water use.
l	Consider having a water softener company fine tune your
device for a nominal fee compared to the savings you
could achieve.

ADOPT AN INLET

During extreme rain events, inlets can become plugged
with debris. These plugged inlets restrict water flow and
can create or exacerbate flooding. During heavy rains, City
crews are often dispatched to clear these obstructions when
they become aware of them, but cannot clear all inlets at the
same time (there are several thousand inlets in the City).
To protect your property against flooding, consider adopting
an inlet near your house and keep it clear of debris if you can
do so safely from your property. It is imperative that you do
not venture into the road to clear an inlet, or wade through
deep or murky water; contact the Highway Department
instead at (262) 782-5029. But if you can clear the debris
with a rake or shovel safely this will help you and your
neighbors from a potential flooded roadway or property.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF BROOKFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT’S SURVIVE ALIVE HOUSE TURNS 25!
1

2

3

4

5

6

The City of Brookfield’s Survive Alive House will be
observing its 25th anniversary on May 13, 2021.
The Survive Alive House, along with fire and life safety
programming, was created to empower children in the
Elmbrook public and private schools to be fire safe.
From 1993-1995, with the generous donations of local
community groups, nearly $150,000 was raised to make the
Survive Alive House a reality. The Brookfield Junior Woman’s
Club, other civic groups, area businesses, several Elmbrook
School PTO’s, retired TV6 (Fox 6) weather anchor Vince
Condella, Brookfield Professional Firefighters of WI and the
City of Brookfield Fire Department all pitched in to raise
funds. With that, area builders created the 2-room area in the
basement of the Brookfield Fire Department located at 2100
N. Calhoun Rd. One room is for a classroom and the other
a small home containing a bedroom and kitchen area. The
Survive Alive House was dedicated on May 13, 1996.
The Survive Alive House and its programming is based
on fire and life safety ideals from the National Fire
Protection Association and other reputable fire prevention
organizations. In our program, children are taught how to
make fire evacuation plans with their families. Practicing
home fire exit drills and the correct ways of exiting a
burning home are also emphasized. In addition, proper
usage of the 9-1-1 emergency system, fire prevention, the
science of fire and kitchen safety are also touched on.
Since its inception, the Survive Alive House fire and life safety
programming has focused on third and fifth grade public
and private school students in the Elmbrook area. Each year
about 1,200 students visit our House. After 25 years, that is
approximately 30,000 students who have experienced the
Survive Alive program. Currently, the program is maintained
by Community Risk Reduction Officer Michelle Garcia.
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1. House
exterior
2. Classroom
3. Bedroom
4. Classroom
inside
5. Kitchen
6. “Museum”

Firefighters, teachers and parent volunteers also assist with the
program. The program has been going strong and has aided
with the low injury and death rate due to fires in our city.
We are very grateful to all of those throughout the years who
have supported and contributed time or resources to help
our Survive Alive program. This past year, due to COVID-19
restrictions, all in-person Survive Alive programming has
been temporarily put on hold. However, virtual fire and
life safety lessons are still being shared with students and
teachers. Unfortunately, there will be no in-person 25th
anniversary celebration scheduled due to COVID. Check out
our Community Risk Reduction and Public Education link
at: https://www.ci.brookfield.wi.us/275/Community-RiskReduction-and-Public-Educ for more information.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY TIP

Major appliances should be plugged
directly into a wall outlet. Don’t use
extension cords or plug strips.

HOW TO PREVENT FALLS

1	Exercise regularly to build strength and improve your

balance and coordination. Ask your doctor about the
best physical exercise for you.
2	Take your time. Get out of chairs slowly. Sit a moment
before you get out of your bed. Stand and get your
balance before you walk. Be aware of your surroundings.
3	Keep stairs and walking areas free of electrical cords,
shoes, clothing, books, magazines and other items.
4	Improve the lighting in and outside your home. Use
nightlights or a flashlight to light the path between your
CITY OF BROOKFIELD NEWSLETTER

bedroom and the bathroom. Turn on the lights before
using the stairs. See an eye specialist once a year — better
vision can help prevent falls.
5	Use non-slip mats in the bathtub and on shower floors.
Have grab bars installed on the wall next to the bathtub,
shower and toilet. Wipe up spilled liquids immediately.
6	Be aware of uneven surfaces indoors and outdoors. Use
only throw rugs that have rubber, non-skid backing.
Consider non-skid rug pads under rugs. Always smooth
out wrinkles and folds in carpeting. Be aware of uneven
sidewalks and pavement outdoors. Ask a family member
to clear ice and snow from outside stairs and walkways
and always use handrails if available. Step carefully.
7	Stairways should be well lit from both the top and the
bottom. Have easy-to-grip handrails installed along the
full length of both sides of the stairs.
8	Wear sturdy, well-fitting, low-heeled shoes with nonslip soles. They are safer than high heels, thick-soled
athletic shoes, slippers, or stocking feet.

MOTORISTS: MOVE OVER FOR
EMERGENCY RESPONDERS!

When you see emergency lights,
slow down and move over to keep
working responders safe.

CITY OF BROOKFIELD’S OPEN
BURNING ORDINANCE AND GUIDANCE
HN
 EW REGULATIONS…PLEASE
TAKE NOTE BEFORE YOU BURN!!!

If you do choose to burn, be considerate of your neighbors.
Follow the NEW rules for burning in the City of Brookfield:
l	Open burning of yard waste is permitted ONLY:
n	April, May, October and November
n	Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays
n	Between noon and 5:00 p.m.
n	By someone, age 18 or older, with fire extinguishing
equipment available and instantly ready for use.

l	Open burning shall NOT occur on days when the wind
velocity exceeds ten (10) mph.
l	Open burning shall NOT occur on days when the air
quality index in Waukesha County is 100 or greater or on
days when air quality notice has been issued and applies
to Waukesha County.
l	Burning is not permitted in ditches or roadways.
l	If burning, please respect your neighbors and do not
burn wet or damp yard waste.
l	No flammable liquids are permitted and no burning of
garbage or construction material is allowed.
l	Combustible material must be less than two feet high and
no larger than five feet in diameter.
l	Material must be a minimum of 25 feet from the front lot
line, 15 feet from the side lot line, 10 feet from the rear
lot line, and 25 feet from a building.
l COMPLETELY extinguish the fire after you are finished
by drenching it with water. Piles of leaves should NOT be
left to smolder. Fires must be out BY 5:00 p.m.
l	If a fire department or police department official
determines that any open burning or recreational fire
creates or causes a health or safety hazard or otherwise
reasonably interferes with the use and enjoyment of other
properties within the City, the official may order the fire
immediately extinguished and may extinguish the fire if a
person refuses to do so after the extinguishment order.
For more information AND the updated burning regulations
in its entirety, visit the City of Brookfield’s Open Burning
Municipal Ordinance #2613-20 online at: https://www.
ci.brookfield.wi.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5632
Violations? Call the Police Department non-emergency
phone number at (262) 787-3700.

TEST YOUR SMOKE
ALARMS ONCE A MONTH.

A smoke alarm can save your life in a
fire. Use the test button to make sure
your smoke alarms are working.

BROOKFIELD AND ELM GROVE JOIN
TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE BIRD DAY 2021

(date subject to change) The City of Brookfield along with the Village of Elm Grove
have once again been certified as Bird Cities in Wisconsin. There will be a celebration
at the June 5th Farmer’s Market (7:30 a.m. to noon) at the Civic Plaza at Brookfield City
Hall (2000 N. Calhoun Road, Brookfield). Come learn about birds, ask questions about
backyard habitats and plants, and pick up some helpful articles on birds in our area.
SPRING 2021
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PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION — SATURDAY, JULY 3, 2021
PARADE
FLAG CEREMONY
FAMILY FEST
FIREWORKS

10:00 a.m.
Conclusion of Parade
6:00-9:00 p.m.
9:20 p.m. (Dark)

Civic Center/City Hall
Civic Plaza/City Hall
Mitchell Park
Mitchell Park

PARADE ROUTE AND
UNIT APPLICATION

The Parade route begins at the south entrance to
Brookfield Central High School and traveling west on
Gebhardt Road to Calhoun Road, north on Calhoun
Road to North Avenue, west on North Avenue
to Norhardt Drive, and then south on Norhardt
Drive for a short distance. Parade Unit Application
deadline is coming soon. For more information,
please visit Brookfield’s website under the Parks,
Recreation and Forestry Department, Independence
Day Activities or contact us at (262) 796-6675.

FAMILY FEST AND FIREWORKS —
GET INVOLVED!

Come join us at Mitchell Park and enjoy food, music
by “Our House” band, big inflatables for the kids

COMMUNITY EVENT
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Any time is a great time to express your civic pride by becoming
a sponsor and supporting one or more of the variety of
community events/activities available for sponsorship. Funding/
sponsorship opportunities and levels range from a few hundred
dollars up to $1,000-5,000 for sponsoring elements of the
Independence Day Parade, Family Fest, Fireworks, Arbor
Day, Family Campout or the German Holiday Market and
Tree Lighting Event. Your civic-minded contributions will
be recognized in many different ways. Contact John Conrad,
Park Operations and Events Manager at (262) 796-6675 or
conrad@ci.brookfield.wi.us for more information.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
IN OUR PARKS

The City of Brookfield will collaborate with individuals, groups,
agencies, and other organizations from Brookfield that wish
to provide labor and other resources to complete civic minded
projects. Certain projects may qualify as Girl Scout Gold or
Eagle Scout Leadership Service Project. Boy Scouts should
refer to the Eagle Scout Leadership Service Project Workbook
(No. 512-927) or its online equivalent and Girl Scouts refer
to the Gold award guidelines on the Girl Scouts of Wisconsin
Southeast website. Scouts should be advised that before a
project can begin it must be approved by the City of Brookfield,
6

to bounce around. Enjoy the Machtel Brothers
create balloon magic, watch the Truly Remarkable
Loon perform his comedic juggle act, and Magic
Productions by Glen Gerard, and sit back and enjoy
the fireworks extravaganza. You can have your youth
group, civic group, or other organization participate
in the 2021 Family Fest, please contact John Conrad
at (262) 796-6675 for more information.
your unit leader, unit committee, and by the council or district
advancement committee. Thanks go out to various community
groups and to the Eagle Scouts that completed major projects
in our parks in 2020. Feel free to contact John Conrad, Park
Operations and Events Manager at (262) 796-6675 or
conrad@ci.brookfield.wi.us for more information.

WE WANT YOU! SUMMER POSITIONS
AVAILABLE IN PARKS AND RECREATION

For an application and complete list of position available visit
our website at www.ci.brookfield.wi.us. Click on the Parks
and Recreation, and then General Information tab) or call
Brookfield Parks, Recreation and Forestry, and (262) 796-6675.

WIBERG AQUATIC CENTER

The Brookfield Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department
is seeking individuals of all ages (minimum 15) who have
interest in becoming lifeguards, swim instructors, and pool
attendants. We offer paid training, incentives and competitive
pay. For more information on our Aquatics opportunities
Contact Lisa Glenn — glenn@ci.brookfield.wi.us.

RECREATION PROGRAMS

We are also looking for individuals to work within our recreation
programming areas. Positions include sports instructors, Day
Camp Leaders, Youth and Adult Umpires/Officials, Field
Site Supervisors, and more. Visit our website or contact our
CITY OF BROOKFIELD NEWSLETTER

IMPORTANT PARKS AND RECREATION REGISTRATION DATES

Saturday, May 15th — Summer Registration (including Summer Camps)
8:00 a.m. Online — Registration is on-going until classes fill. In Person Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.
Monday, May 18th — Flag Football Registration
8:00 a.m. Online — Registration is on-going until July 1.
Recreation Supervisors Julie Zych — zych@ci.brookfield.wi.us
and Lisa Glenn — glenn@ci.brookfield.wi.us.

PARKS MAINTENANCE SUMMER LABORER

Work outside with our experience team mowing grass,
horticultural work, special event support, ball diamond
prep, janitorial, garbage collection, painting, equipment
and building maintenance, and landscaping. Apply online
through NEOGOV from our web site (www.ci.brookfield.
wi.us), by clicking on the job title and clicking on the
“Apply” link! An email address is necessary to apply online.
For assistance click on “HELP” after you are logged in or
during business hours contact Applicant Support @ 1-855524-5627 or contact Ann Harvancik at (262) 787-3607 in
the City of Brookfield Human Resources Department.

GARLIC MUSTARD —
A HARMFUL WEED INVADER

Garlic Mustard (Alliara petiolata) is easy to identify
using an excellent brochure that is available free from the

Brookfield Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department or at
the UW Extension Waukesha County office. This brochure
also outlines various control options. Excellent information
can also be found on the internet at http://hort.uwex.edu
Type “Garlic mustard” in the search box on the upper right
of the page and click on search or at http://dnr.wi.gov/
topic/Invasives/fact/GarlicMustard.html Garlic mustard
questions or general questions can be answered MondayFriday 9:00 a.m.-noon by calling the UW Extension
Waukesha County Horticulture helpline at (262) 548-7779.
The Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department has
implemented control efforts in some of Brookfield’s parks,
but due to the increasingly wide scope of the problem,
citizen volunteers are needed. Spring is one of the best times
of the year for control efforts. There are opportunities for
individuals, businesses, civic groups, and other non-profit
agencies. Please call the office at (262) 796-6675 if you
can help us keep our parks beautiful. Beneficial work in
beautiful surroundings has a great impact!

ARBOR DAY — 2021

The City of Brookfield is proud to be recognized
as a Tree City U.S.A. by the Arbor Day Foundation.
www.arborday.org/programs/
treeCityUSA.cfm. The City will
partner with our sponsors from
WaterStone Bank, staff, students,
and family members from
Wisconsin Hills Middle School
to conduct a tree planting
ceremony on Friday, April 30th. You can support and
participate in the Arbor Day movement by planting
a tree and/or by participating in the Memorial Tree
Program. Contributions to this program are to
honor loved ones, or in the name of your favorite
organization, or commemorate a special occasion and
a tree will be planted on public property. Read more
about the Memorial Tree Program on the City’s web
page under the “Forestry News” section.

Arbor Day Writing Contest —
Deadline April 2, 2021

The writing contest is open to all residents of
Brookfield that are amateur writers. This year’s theme
SPRING 2021

is “Why are trees important to people and places?”
More information and entry forms are available
on the City’s web site under the “Forestry News”
section or at the Parks, Recreation and Forestry
office. The deadline for entries is April 2, 2021.

2020 Arbor Day Writing Contest Winners
Category

Winners

Descriptive Essay
Narrative Essay
Reflective Poem
Expository Essay
Reflective Essay
Personal Essay
Free Verse Poetry

Rita Reynolds
Mary Lewis
Angie Mamayek
Sharon Ortell
Manijeh Khorshidi
Naomi Zhou
Shari Januszewski
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LIBRARY
Brookfield Public Library

We are on Facebook now!
Be sure to Like us!
www.facebook.com/brooklib.fb

“Where to go, when you want to know!”
Library Hours
Monday-Thursday...................................9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday................................9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday (School Year)..................................... 1 to 4 p.m.
Phone...................................................... (262) 782-4140

www.brookfieldlibrary.com
Due to the ever-changing guidelines and restrictions
related to the COVID-19 pandemic, all programs
are subject to change or cancellation. Registration
may be required for programs. Visit our website
www.brookfieldlibrary.com for the latest information.

REGULAR PROGRAMS AND CLASSES
Are you “At Knits End”?

Then join fellow knitters, both novices and experts at our knitting group.
1:00-3:00 p.m. Tuesdays: March 2, 16 and 30; April 6 and 20;
May 4 and 18.

Internet Resources You Need to Know

Learn about the different subscription databases available to you through
the library. Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.: March 6; April 3; May 1

BOOK CLUBS AT THE LIBRARY

Our book clubs are not currently meeting in person. Contact the Adult
Reference Desk to find out how to join us for our monthly discussion via Zoom.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Have an e-Reader, tablet, or smartphone?
Digital Downloads!

Learn how to use Overdrive and Wisconsin’s Digital Library. This
demonstration will introduce accessing e-books and e-audiobooks from
the Library. Tuesday, March 23, 7:00 p.m.; Monday, April 19,
2:00 p.m.; Saturday, May 15, 10:00 a.m.

Adult Coloring Club

Not just for kids any more, coloring reduces stress and helps adults relax.
Enjoy our coloring pages and supplies or bring your favorites (Adults only,
please). Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m.: March 10; April 14; May 12

An Evening with Author Michael Perry — via ZOOM
Wednesday, March 10, 7:00 p.m.
This program is sponsored by eight local libraries. Register on our
website at www.brookfieldlibary.com and we will send you the Zoom
link a few days before the live Zoom event.

Tell us what you think

Your success at our library is important to us. Visit https://tinyurl.com/
y4ocyjjl and take our survey!

Rock Painting

Wednesday, April 28, 6:30 p.m.
Bring your creativity…we’ll have the tunes and the supplies. Use tempera
paints and your imagination to paint a rock that is big as the palm of
your hand. Space is limited. Required registration begins Monday
March 29. (Adults only, please)

Star Wars — Triumph of the Nerd Culture

Tuesday, May 4, 7:00 p.m.
Josef Benson offers an unauthorized and provocative expose of the
most popular film franchise of all time. Just as there is a riveting saga
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within the Star Wars universe that centers on the rise and fall of Anakin
Skywalker and the redemption of Darth Vader, so too has a saga unfolded
in relation to George Lucas and Star Wars fandom.

Making Your Yard Bird Friendly

Thursday, May 6, 7:00 p.m.
Join Vicki Piaskowski, the retired International Coordinator of the
Birds Without Borders — Aves Sin Fronteras© project of the Zoological
Society of Milwaukee, to learn about what you can do in your yard to
help birds. She will offer helpful hints on providing places for birds to
nest, preventing bird-window collisions, the importance of native plants
and feeding birds year-round.

Lincoln on Literature and the Theatre

Thursday, May 20, 7:00 p.m.
Join us as Abraham Lincoln re-enactor Ken Woods talks about his enjoyment
of literature, including Shakespeare and poetry, and the dramatic arts, and
how these influenced him throughout his life. He even shares some of his
own attempts at writing poetry, some humorous and others serious.

Art of the ‘70s

Wednesday, May 26, 7:00 p.m.
Former Milwaukee Art Museum docent Rhonda Pelk will give a far-out
presentation on the groovy art of the 1970s!

If These Walls Could Talk:
The Stories of the Notre Dame Cathedral

Thursday, May 27, 7:00 p.m.
The Notre Dame Cathedral is much more than a place to gather and
pray. Its original purpose was to instruct the illiterate public on the Bible
stories through the stained glass windows, icons, and statuary. Through
a PowerPoint presentation, discover the art and imagery, stories of the
past, and the future facing the Cathedral after the recent fire. (First in our
Passport to Paris Program) Presented by Dr. Lorrie Wenzel.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Virtual Storytimes

Join us online weekly from March 1 through May 7 as we continue to present:
Babytime Buddies for birth to 24 months, Toddler Tales for ages 2-3, and
Family Time for all ages. No virtual storytimes the week of March 29-April 2

Grab-n-Go Craft Saturday for all ages

Saturdays, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.: March 20, April 17, and May 15
Enjoy a season-inspired craft. Make here or take home!

“Finding Harmony” with Kohl’s Wild Theater
(all ages) VIRTUAL

Tuesday, March 30, 2:00 p.m.
Join a garden gnome and his pet rock as they create the perfect backyard,
with a few problems along the way. They must learn to live in harmony
with other wildlife, including squirrels, rabbits, and birds. To register,
go to brookfieldlibrary.com, look for Library News, and Kohl’s
Wild Theater

Grab-n-Go Craft for all ages

Wednesday, March 31, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (while supplies last)
Join us during “Think Warm Staycation 2021” for a craft that will have
you thinking of warmth and fun!

Build a Book Buddy ages 3+

Saturday, April 3, 2:00 p.m.
Build your very own stuffed friend to read to and cuddle! Every child
in attendance must be registered. Only one caregiver per child, please.
Required registration begins Monday, March 15.
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT
PAYING AND VIEWING
UTILITY BILLS ONLINE

City of Brookfield Utility Customers have the option of
paying utility bills online for free!!!!
No fees will be charged through
Payment Service Network (PSN).
With this service, citizens can:
●	Pay immediately, schedule a
payment or set up Auto-Pay.
●	View balances due online or on the mobile app.
●	Print receipts, view bills, view payment history and more.
●	Request paperless billing.
 o view or pay bill, go to:
T
www.ci.brookfield.wi.us
D
 ownload “PSN Payments” from
the App Store® or Google Play™
Call (877) 885-7968

HOW TO LOOK-UP AND PRINT
REAL ESTATE TAX RECEIPTS

City of Brookfield does not collect Real Estate tax payments
after January 31st; however, if you would like a receipt, tax
bill information, or to make an online payment for real
estate taxes, please go to the City of Brookfield website at
www.ci.brookfield.wi.us, and follow these easy instructions.
1.	On the Home Page, click on “Online Payments,” then
click on link under the Pay Your Real Estate Taxes
Online section, and follow the onscreen instructions.
2.	Locate the property and click on “Bill.” Near the
bottom of the screen it will display any outstanding
balance, and show the “Effective” date when a
payment was made and how much the payment was.
Assessments and prior year payments going back to the year
2000 are available to view by selecting the year you would
like to see from the drop down at the top of the screen.
Please note: After January 31st, any Real Estate tax
payments must be made payable and mailed to:
	Waukesha County Treasurer
515 W. Moreland Boulevard Rm 148
Waukesha, WI 53188

WATER DEPARTMENT
HYDRANT FLUSHING

Hydrant flushing will take place April 12, 2021 to April
30, 2021 and October 4, 2021 to October 22, 2021. Please
see the map on the website for exact dates in your area or
contact the utility at (262) 796-6717 between the hours
of 7:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Avoid
doing laundry or using large amounts of water on the day of
the flushing, as the flushing operation can stir up sediment
and iron in the mains and may cause discolored water in
your home. You may also experience discolored water the
week of flushing as we are in a neighboring area. The water
is safe, but may appear yellow or orange in color and could
stain clothes if laundered at that time.

WATER METER CHANGEOUT PROGRAM
For your safety, because of COVID, the Water Utility has
temporarily suspended routine water meter changeouts.
However, we still need to exchange your meter if it is
malfunctioning. In those cases, the Water Utility employees
will follow current CDC guidelines to reduce the potential
for exposure. We prefer contacting you by phone to
schedule an appointment, but many residents have unlisted
numbers or have abandoned their land line. In these cases
we will contact you by placing a notice on your door
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requesting you contact us to schedule an appointment to
change out the meter. Please help us complete this process
in a timely manner by having your inside meter accessible,
and please make sure your valves above and below your
meter are in proper working order. With your cooperation,
we can complete this process more efficiently, saving
everyone time and money.

FLUORIDE

The water utility receives many inquiries as to the fluoride
content of the municipal water supply. Currently, the city’s
water is supplied from 22 wells which all have natural
fluoride in them. The average concentration of fluoride in
the water system is 0.4 mg/l. We suggest that you contact
either your pediatrician or dentist if you have concerns
about the level of fluoride your child should be receiving.

CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL

The Utility is required to conduct periodic inspections
for ‘cross connections’ of the water supply. Inspections
of residential properties are scheduled to occur in
conjunction with any water meter maintenance or
replacement appointments. The inspection is performed
(continued on page 10)
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WATER DEPARTMENT
(continued from page 10)

by Water Utility personnel and usually takes only 5 to 10
minutes of time.
The purpose of the inspection is to identify any connections
or potential connections of contaminant sources with the
public water system. The most typical example of a potential
‘cross connection’ is the outside hose spigot that does not
contain a backflow prevention device on it. Newer homes
will normally include backflow devices on the outside water

spigots. Homes constructed before 1980 may need to install
these backflow devices in order to comply with the City’s
‘cross connection control ordinance’.
Cross connection control inspections are also a DNR
requirement for commercial and industrial properties in the
City. Property owners are currently required to hire their own
contractor to inspect these devices. These inspections cover
commercial, industrial, institutional and government facilities
within the City and are scheduled to occur every two years.

SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER FOR THE ARTS
NEWS FLASH:

THE SHARON LYNNE WILSON CENTER
FOR THE ARTS IS TURNING 20!

Twenty years ago, the vision and leadership of numerous
Brookfield and Elm Grove citizens — including Pat and Phil
Crump, Kate Bloomberg, Suzanne Hefty, Dr. Nick Owen, Gary
Jorgensen, and Susan Kurtz — transformed what was once a
grassy field into a beautiful and well-designed multidisciplinary
arts facility in Mitchell Park. Amazingly, the Wilson Center
was built and has flourished without financial support
from any governmental bodies. In fact, it has saved Elm
Grove and Brookfield taxpayers the cost of building and
maintaining separate art facilities for the various schools.
Named in memory of Sharon Lynne Wilson by her family, the
Center was made possible through the collaborative leadership
of the City of Brookfield and many local citizens who recognize
the importance of the arts to quality of life in the community.
By offering lessons and classes that expand the availability of
advanced training for area music, theatre, dance, and visual art
students, the Center has become an important contributor to
the professional path for many area artists.
Brookfield Central High School alumnus Timothy Hughes
(’03) — who is well known for his roles on Broadway
(Hadestown, Frozen) and on screen as the Strong Man in
The Greatest Showman — fondly reflects on his days at the
Wilson Center. “The Center provided a legitimate home
for a student theatre community that was thriving — we
needed a place to share our stories and our art that wasn’t
a cafetorium. I remember driving down River Road and
seeing a theatre go up in our community for the first
time ever. As a student who loved music and theatre and
performing and was looking to go into the arts, it was huge
for me. It provided an additional level of encouragement
for me to pursue it as a career, knowing that a boy from
Brookfield would always have a theatre to come home to.”
Since opening in 2002, the Wilson Center has grown to
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annually welcome more than 55,000 people, including
more than 10,000 students — many of whom are being
introduced to the arts for the first time. From arts education
programs to visual art classes and exhibitions to vibrant
and eclectic performances and special events, the Wilson
Center inspires audiences of all ages through the endless
possibilities of imagination and artistic invention.
“I have had the opportunity to see the Wilson Center through
many different perspectives — as a parent, an educator, and
as a community member,” said Brookfield resident Nicole
Krebs. “It serves as a stepping stone for so many young
people as they gain varied arts experiences and training. All
ages get to come together in this beautiful space. For me, the
Wilson Center is a daily reminder that we are fortunate to live
in a community that cares this much about the arts!”
While the COVID pandemic has substantially changed
the ways the Wilson Center creates an art gathering place,
activity has never stopped — the Center remains committed
to providing arts experiences for the comfort of the entire
community at a time when the arts are needed more than
ever to bring hope and joy into our lives. As the Center
plans for the 20th anniversary year, there will be many
opportunities for celebration! Watch for classes, concerts,
camps, outdoor activities, and more at www.wilson-center.
com, and be a part the words we live by as we all play,
connect, explore, dream, and inspire through the arts!
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
SPRING CRIME PREVENTION TIPS

The City of Brookfield Police Department’s Crime Prevention
Unit offers these reminders to help keep yourselves and your
home safe during the spring months:
l	Keep your doors and windows locked at your home. If
you are working in the backyard, keep your front door
and garage doors closed and locked, and your back doors
locked if you are in the front yard. Criminals look for
opportunities such as open garages.
l	During the spring weather, many people open windows or
sliding glass doors when they are home. Be sure to close
and lock your windows and sliding doors before you leave
your house or go to sleep.
l	Remember to put all ladders, tools, yard equipment,
bicycles, or other items away when they are not in use.
Ladders and tools that are left out can be used by criminals
to access your home. Always lock any storage unit or shed
that you have on your property.
l	Install motion activated lights in the front and back yards,
so if someone were to approach your home the lights will
automatically come on and illuminate the area.
l	If you go on vacation, put some lights on timers so they
will turn off and on by themselves to give the appearance
that someone is home. Have a friend or neighbor pick up
mail and newspapers daily.
l	Be sure to roll up your car windows, take all valuables out
of the vehicle and lock your doors every time you exit the
vehicle, even if it is in your own driveway. Never leave
your children or pets unattended in your vehicle.
l	If you see a stranger at a neighbor’s door, on their property,
or you see a vehicle you don’t recognize backed up in a
neighbor’s driveway, don’t hesitate to call the police. Do
not approach the subjects.
l	Don’t allow strangers inside your home for any reason.
Ensure that you have a secure door between you and
possible solicitors. Always keep your screen door locked if
you do answer the door.
l	Be aware of home improvement scams. If you did not solicit
the contractor or sales person who shows up at your door
unannounced, then do not do business with that person.
l	Being a good neighbor is one of the best crime prevention
tools. Watchful, attentive neighbors can spot criminals
and alert the police and the community to their presence.
Be aware of persons and activities around your house and
neighborhood and immediately report anything suspicious
to the police.
l	Neighborhood Watch and crime prevention materials
are available from your Police Department’s Crime
Prevention Unit.

HOW TO AVOID A SCAM

Recognizing these common signs of a scam could help you
from falling for one. Scammers can be very convincing. They
call, email, and send text messages trying to get your money or
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sensitive personal information like your social security number
or account numbers. Here are some signs of a scam and ways to
protect yourself from becoming a victim of a scam:
1. Scammers PRETEND to be from an organization you
know. Scammers often pretend to be contacting you on
behalf of the government. They might use a real name, like
the Social Security Administration, the IRS, or Medicare,
or make up a name that sounds official. Some pretend to
be from a business you know, like a utility company, a tech
company, or even a charity asking for donations. They use
technology to change the phone number that appears on your
caller ID. So the name and number you see might not be real.
2.	Scammers say there’s a PROBLEM or a PRIZE. They might
say you’re in trouble with the government, or you owe money,
or someone in your family had an emergency, or there’s a
virus on your computer. Some scammers say there’s a problem
with one of your accounts and that you need to verify some
information. Others will lie and say you won some money in a
lottery or sweepstakes but have to pay a fee to get it.
3.	Scammers PRESSURE you to act immediately. Scammers
want you to act before you have time to think. If you’re on
the phone, they might tell you not to hang up so you can’t
check out their story. They might threaten to arrest you,
sue you, or take away your driver’s or business license. They
might say your computer is about to be corrupted.
4.	Scammers tell you to PAY in a specific way. They often
insist that you pay be sending money through a money
transfer company or by putting money on a gift card and
then giving them the number on the back. Some will send
you a check (that will later turn out to be fake), tell you to
deposit it, and then send them money.

What You Can Do to Avoid a Scam:

l	Block unwanted calls and text messages. Take steps to
block unwanted calls and to filter unwanted text messages.
l	Don’t give your personal or financial information in
response to a request that you didn’t expect. Legitimate
organizations won’t call, email, or text to ask for your
personal information, like your Social Security, bank
account, or credit card numbers. If you get an email or text
message from a company you do business with and you
think it’s real, it’s still best not to click on any links. Instead,
contact them using a website you know is trustworthy, or
look up their phone number. Don’t call a number they gave
you or the number from your caller ID.
l	Resist the pressure to act immediately. Legitimate
businesses will give you time to make a decision. Anyone
who pressures you to pay or give them your personal
information is a scammer.
l	Know how scammers tell you to pay. Never pay someone
who insists you pay with a gift card or by using a money
transfer service, and never deposit a check and send
money back to someone.
l	Stop and talk to someone you trust. Before you do
(continued on page 12)
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anything else, tell someone — a friend, a family member,
a neighbor — what happened. Talking about it could help
you realize it’s a scam.
l	Report scams to the FTC. If you think you were
scammed, or think you saw a scam, report it to the Federal
Trade Commission: ReportFraud.ftc.gov and to your
police department.

SAFE BIKING PRACTICES

May is National Bicycle Safety Month. Here are some safety
tips to provide bicyclists and motorists with the information
they need to prevent bicycle/motor vehicle accidents, and to
drive defensively:

Motorists:

l	Stay Alert. Avoid all distractions while driving. Be focused
and alert to the road and all traffic around you. Anticipate
what others may do before they do it.
l	Pedestrians and bicyclists have the right-of-way.
Remember to yield at marked or unmarked crosswalks,
especially when turning right on a red light.
l	Search your surroundings for other vehicles, including
bicyclists, in parking lots, at stop signs, or when parking.
l	Make a visual check for bicyclists by checking mirrors and
blind spots before entering or leaving a lane of traffic. Drivers
turning right on red should look to the right and behind to
avoid hitting a bicyclist approaching from the right rear.
l	Obey the speed limit and drive defensively to avoid a
crash with a cyclist.
l	Reduce your speed for road conditions and when
passing bicyclists, especially when the road is narrow.
Give at least three feet of clearance when passing. In bad
weather, give bicyclists extra passing room, just as you
would any other motorist.
l	NEVER honk your horn at a bicyclist — it could cause
them to swerve into traffic and crash.
l	Always check for bicyclists before opening your car door.
l	Watch for children on bicycles. They are often
unpredictable — expect the unexpected.

Bicyclists:

l	Wear a bicycle helmet. Wearing a good hard shell helmet
will significantly reduce your risk of being killed or seriously
injured in a crash. Replace the helmet if it is damaged.
l	Ride a safe bike. Always safety check your bike before
going cycling and keep it well maintained.
l	Obey all traffic signs, signals and laws when riding
in the street. Bicycle riders have the same rights and
responsibilities as other motor vehicle drivers. Running
a red light or stop sign can result in a serious crash with
other vehicles or pedestrians.
l	Ride on the road, bike lane, paved shoulder or path.
Follow the rules of the road. Ride to the right in the
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direction of traffic. Ride in bicycle lanes and use bicycle
paths whenever they are available.
l	Be alert for hazards. Watch out for hazards that may result in
a crash such as rocks, potholes, utility grates and train tracks.
l	Be visible. Avoid riding at dusk or after dark. If riding at
night is unavoidable, wear reflective, light colored clothing
and use a white headlamp and a rear red blinker/reflector
on your bicycle.
l	Be seen when stopped. At red lights, stop slightly ahead of
a waiting vehicle. Avoid the driver’s blind spot. If you can’t
see the driver, they can’t see you.
l	Maintain your level of awareness. Wearing headphones
and listening to music while you are cycling will only
decrease your level of awareness and make it difficult for
you to listen for things happening around you. Never
drink alcohol and ride.
l	Watch for opening car doors. Be alert and watch parked
vehicles carefully. Be careful when cars are parked on the
right side of the road. Ride in a straight line and maintain
at least three feet of distance from parked vehicles. Watch
vehicle tail lights to anticipate driver actions and for exiting
passengers. Don’t swerve back and forth around vehicles.
l	Use correct hand signals for turning and stopping. Look
behind you before changing lanes or turning and proceed
carefully. Ride predictably and signal your turns.
l	Drive defensively. Bicyclists need to be prepared for
motorists, pedestrians, and other cyclists to do the most
unpredictable things. Do not follow a vehicle too closely.
Scan traffic at all times. Be aware of other traffic when
riding into a street from a driveway. Show motorists the
same courtesy that you expect from them.
l	Keep control of your bike. Don’t carry passengers or
packages that interfere with vision or control. Use baskets
or carriers for packages or books.
l	Watch for pedestrians. Be especially alert for children who
may dart out into the roadway without first checking for
traffic. Pass pedestrians, other bicyclists and vehicles on the
left side. Use a bell or horn or call out “passing on your left”
to let pedestrians know when you are passing.
l	Be safe at intersections. When approaching intersections,
look for turning traffic. If vehicles are turning in front of
you, move away from the direction of the turn. Do not
hug the curb or pass on the curbside of a turning vehicle.
Watch for cars and trucks that may turn right into the
path of a cyclist. Use extra caution when approaching an
intersection alongside a large vehicle.
l	Purchase a Bicycle License at the City of Brookfield Police
Department lobby. The one-time fee for the license sticker
is $6.00 and is valid as long as the bicyclist owns the bike.
Affix the license sticker to the center post of the frame of the
bicycle. It can help to identify the bicycle rider in the event
of an accident and can help the Police Department to return
a bicycle to the owner if it is stolen and later recovered.
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
RECYCLE CENTER HOURS

Beginning April 1st the Recycle Center hours are:
Tuesday and Thursday — 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday — 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

2021 ELECTRONICS RECYCLING EVENT
April 14, 2021 — 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Not sure what to do with your old TVs, computers and
other electronics? The City of Brookfield will be hosting a
special one-day collection of electronics open to any City
of Brookfield resident on Wednesday April 14, 2021 from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The collection will take place at
19700 Riverview Drive (the City’s Recycle Center).
State law bans electronics from landfills and incinerators
due to the valuable materials that can be recycled and
reused, including precious metals like gold and copper.
Many devices also contain hazardous materials such as
lead, mercury, cadmium, chromium and chemical flameretardants that need to be disposed of properly.
Items that will be collected at the event for a cash only fee
include television sets ($35 each) and Cathode Ray Tube
computer monitors ($10 each). These additional items
will be collected at no fee: computers, other computer
monitors, printers, keyboards, laptops, scanners, DVD
players, VCRs, stereos, cell phones, telephones, routers/
modems, and video gaming systems.

Please note, this event is for City of Brookfield residents only,
proof of residency will be required. Also, this is a cash only
event, no credit cards or check will be accepted. For more
information go to the city website — www.ci.brookfield.wi.us

Future Dates:

Wednesday, July 14

3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, October 13

11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

SOD DAMAGE REPAIRS

City crews will go through all the snow routes early in the
spring after all snow is gone and flip any sod that may be able
to transplant. The crews will then go back when the weather
is conducive to planting and repair with topsoil, seed and
straw other City plow damaged areas. Please feel free to call
us if you think city plows damaged grass adjacent to your
property and have not repaired it yet. (262) 782-5029

GRASS CLIPPINGS BELONG ON
THE YARD, NOT IN THE STREET

For safety of motorists and to protect the environment,
please make sure to blow grass clippings into turf areas and
not onto city streets. Grass clippings can be very slippery
when wet and could cause motor vehicles to slip and slide
on them — leading to crashes and possible injury to you,
your child or your neighbors. Furthermore, grass clippings
contain large amounts of nutrients that are bad for our
waterways, but good for your lawn. Keep grass clippings on
your lawn and out of the street.

ELMBROOK HUMANE SOCIETY
INFANT WILDLIFE: WHAT TO DO
IF YOU FIND A BABY ALONE

By Beth Twaddle, Director of Animal Care and Field
Services at Elmbrook Humane Society

With spring just around the corner, you may soon start
to see baby wildlife outside. These super cute babies
sometimes look like they need our help, when in fact they
are doing just fine. With many wildlife species, mothers will
leave their infants alone for hours at a time. This is to avoid
attracting other wildlife that may see their baby as a tasty
snack. Some species, such as turtles, do not care for their
young at all and the babies are able to care for themselves as
soon as they are born. You may also not see a baby’s mother
because they often hide when humans are around. In most
cases it is best to assume a baby wild animal is being cared
for by their parent.
There are times when infant wildlife need our help.
Although human care can never match that of the care
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from their natural parents, there are wildlife centers that
can help if an infant is truly orphaned when it is evident
that the parents have been killed or the baby is not
thriving. One indicator that a wild baby is not thriving
is if they are crying or making a lot of noise. Healthy
babies will remain quiet while they wait for their mother
to return. Another indicator is if the baby is covered
with insects. A caring mother will keep insects off her
offspring. If a young wild animal is cold or dehydrated,
that is a good indication they may be orphaned. Cold and
dehydrated indicates the baby probably has not been fed
for a while. Dehydrated babies will usually have wrinkly
skin. Sick or injured wild babies do need human help even
if the parents are around. If you see a sick or injured baby,
contact Elmbrook Humane Society (EBHS) or Wildlife
in Need Center (WINC) in Oconomowoc right away. Do
not attempt to care for any orphan yourself; not only is
it illegal, it is not easy to do and you can easily harm the
(continued on page 14)
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baby and even possibly expose yourself to a disease the
baby may be harboring.
If you come across a wild infant and you are not sure it is
an orphan, there are a few things you can do. If you notice
a baby bird that has fallen from its nest, put some gloves on
and scoop up the bird and put him back in his nest. Most
baby mammals such as raccoons and bunnies that are out

of their nests will likely be brought back in by mom. Leave
them alone and check back after several hours. If the babies
are roaming, you can put them in a cardboard box and
mom should be able to get them out. If the babies are still
out of their nest the next morning, they may be orphaned.
If you are not completely sure that a wild baby animal needs
human help, please call EBHS or WINC and we can help
you determine what you should do, if anything.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
CITY OF BROOKFIELD
FEATURED BUSINESS PROGRAM

The City is looking to reestablish the program to identify
and showcase local and regional businesses in the
Community. The goal of the program is to captivate some
positive news as the country moves past the COVID-19
pandemic. The Featured Business Program would be
established in 2021, and being awarded quarterly. Similar
to the previous program the Featured Business program
would honor those companies that demonstrate ANY of the
following: Commitment to employees, Effective research
and development, Investment in training/retraining,
Innovation, Dedication to total quality, Export activity,
Environmentalism, Commitment to Brookfield.

Program Description:

The Economic Development Committee is accepting
applications for a quarterly Featured Business program.
The selected business for each quarter will receive a
spotlight in the Mayor’s Quarterly Newsletter distributed
in March, June, September, and December. The selected
business will also have the opportunity for a social media
blast courtesy of Visit Brookfield the City’s Tourism and
Promotion entity.

Criteria:

l	The business has to have been located in the City for at
least a year
l	The business needs to be up to date on any building/fire
inspections and code compliant
l	The business needs to have at least five employees
l	The business demonstrated a significant impact on
the community in the past year through volunteerism,
donations (time or monetary), or growth

How to Apply:

1)	Download the application from the City website, or pick
up from the Community Development Department at
City Hall (2000 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield, WI 53005)
2)	Fill out the application and supplement with any related
materials that may be relevant based on the criteria
3)	Submit the application to Economic Development
Coordinator Todd Willis at willis@ci.brookfield.wi.us or
the Community Development Department at City Hall
(See nomination deadlines for each quarter below)
	June — Deadline is May 3, 2021
September — Deadline is August 2, 2021
December — Deadline is November 1, 2021

ELMBROOK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
www.elmbrookhistoricalsociety.org

Dousman Stagecoach Inn Museum, on Pilgrim Parkway,
will be open for tours the first and third Sundays of each
month, June through October — 1:00-4:00 p.m.

1860s Tea in the Afternoon

Enjoy an afternoon tea in the historic dining room of the
Stagecoach Inn. Tea sandwiches, fruit breads/muffins,
fresh fruit, dessert and beverages included. $20 per person.
A tour of the Inn is also included. The dates are: Sunday,
June 6th, August 1st, and October 3rd. Seatings are at 1:00
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and 2:30 p.m. December 5th will have one seating at 11:30
a.m. Reservations and prepayment are required. Email:
elmbrookhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Free lecture

Monday, May 17, 7:00 p.m., at the Brookfield Library. Historian
and collector Tom Staats will present: “History of the American
Flag.” Learn what the colors mean, what the stars and stripes
represent, how many U.S. flags have there been? See a display
of several dozen original flags from his personal collection.
Elmbrook Historical Society is a 501c3 non-profit organization.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
2021 ELECTION SCHEDULE
l April 6, 2021
l No Fall Elections Scheduled

TRASH DELAY

Trash pick-up will be delayed one day following Memorial
Day, Monday, May 31. Routes will be finished by Waste
Management during the same week. Remember to have
garbage and recyclables out by 7:00 a.m.

DOG LICENSES — DUE BY MARCH 31ST
Licenses must be purchased by March 31st to avoid a $5.00
late fee. New residents or newly acquired dogs will not be
charged a late fee. Forms are available on the City’s website
at www.ci.brookfield.wi.us.
There are ordinances in the City of Brookfield that do not
permit dogs or cats to be at large. Animals must always
be under the control of the owner or leashed. Owners are
reminded that they must pick up after their pets.

INDEFINITELY CONFINED STATUS
BALLOTS NEARLY TRIPLE

Due to the continuing spread of COVID-19, the City
of Brookfield experienced an increase in the number
of absentee ballot applications with the “indefinitely
confined designation”. Voters with indefinitely confined
status nearly tripled from 700 to over 2,000 during 2020
elections. We suspect a good number of those who
self-certified the indefinitely confined status may have
erroneously done so due to the restrictions put into place
under the pandemic and a misinterpretation of what the
indefinitely confined status means.
Under Wisconsin law, absentee ballot status options are:
l	Indefinitely Confined status is a designation in which
an individual voter must self-certify based upon their
current circumstance. Wisconsin Statutes defines the
qualifications as related to “age, illness, infirmity or
disability”. Indefinitely confined status does not need to be
permanent nor does it require permanent or total inability
to travel outside of the residence. A voter with a broken
leg or one recovering from surgery may be temporarily
indefinitely confined and may use that status when voting
until they are no longer indefinitely confined.
l	Calendar Year status is a designation that can be used
by any and all voters who wish to receive a mailed ballot
for all elections scheduled in a calendar year (JanuaryDecember). Many voters go online after January 1st to
select this option. Please note that this status will apply
whatever mailing perimeters set in the initial request to
all subsequent requests so if you move frequently, you
should chose the next option and request your ballot for
a single election as ballots are not subject to a forwarding
SPRING 2021

HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY

Saturday, June 5, 20201 • 8:00 a.m.-Noon

City Public Works Yard
19700 Riverview Drive, Brookfield
Visit www.waukeshacounty.gov/hazardouswaste
or call (262) 896-8300 for more
information and dates.
order under state law and are returned undeliverable if
you are temporarily away.
l Single Election status is a designation that can be used
by any and all voters who wish to pick and choose which
election they’d like to participate in and need to choose
the perimeters in which they are sent based on where
they are current staying. This is the best status for the
students who move often and snow birds who split time
between two homes.
If you received a ballot in January for the February 16, 2021
election that you did not anticipate receiving, it is likely that
you inadvertently self-certified to the indefinitely confined
status in 2020 and will be sent a ballot automatically for
every future election until certain actions permitted by
state law are taken. You may contact the municipal clerk at
michaels@ci.brookfield.wi.us to have your ballot status
reviewed and corrected if need be. Additionally, you can
check your status online at the MyVote Wisconsin website
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/

THE ELECTION WAS IN NOVEMBER,
SHOULDN’T THAT YARD SIGN BE GONE?

The City’s Clerk, Inspection Services and Aldermen get this
question frequently. It seems to make sense; the election is
over, we should clean up when it is done.
But election signs are political speech. Freedom of speech is
given protection from government interference by the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the Wisconsin
Constitution and political speech is the ultimate speech
form. The U.S. Supreme Court stated “Discussion of public
issues and debate on the qualifications of candidates are
integral to the operation of the system of government
established by our Constitution. The First Amendment
affords the broadest protection to such political expression
in order ‘to assure (the) unfettered interchange of ideas for
the bringing about of political and social changes desired by
the people.’” Buckley v. Valeo (1976). Going beyond election
signs, the Court has made it clear that regulating signs
based on their content is a First Amendment violation. Reed
v. Town of Gilbert (2015). In other words if the City has to
read the sign to determine which rule applies to it, that rule
is invalid. The City’s sign regulations comply with these
legal principles and therefore the City does not require
temporary sign removal based on the sign’s message.
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ANNUAL NOTICE

Notification Lists for Zoning or Comprehensive Plan Changes

The City Council is required to maintain a list of property
owners who want to receive notice of any proposed zoning
action that may affect the allowable use of their property.
Section 62.23(7)(d)4., Wisconsin Statutes. Although the
City is required to send notice by this Statute, the failure to
do so will not prevent an ordinance from taking effect. Most
zoning changes are made at the request of the property
owner and the City Code already requires that property
owners receive notice of the public hearing about the
zoning change. See Section 17.08.070.B.4.c., City Code.
The statutes also require the Council to maintain a list
of property owners who want to receive notice of any
proposed changes to the Comprehensive Plan that affect
the allowable use of their property. Section 66.1001(4)(f),

Wisconsin Statutes. The Comprehensive Plan does not
directly regulate property use, but any changes to zoning
must be consistent with the Plan. See Section 66.1001(2m)
(a) and (3), Wisconsin Statutes. The City’s failure to send
this notice would prevent an ordinance from taking effect.
If you elect to be on either or both lists, the City must send
you notice by the method you choose. To join either list
you must send a written request by U.S. mail or e-mail
to the City Clerk providing your name, property address,
property tax identification number, and your preferred
contact method. Once you are on the list, you do not need
to notify the City again. Only written requests can be
honored. Please use the form below or you may send the
same information by e-mail.

Zoning or Comprehensive Plan Change Notification Request
Sections 62.23(7)(d)4. or 66.1001(4)(f), Wisconsin Statutes

Choose one or both:  Zoning notification list    Comprehensive Plan notification list
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Property Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Property Tax Key # BRC:________________________________________________________________________
Preferred notice form — choose and complete only one:
U.S. Mail address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Electronic-mail address:________________________________________________________________________
Voice mail phone number:______________________________________________________________________
This request DOES NOT need to be renewed.

Send U.S. Mail to: Clerk, City of Brookfield, 2000 N. Calhoun Road, Brookfield WI 53005
Send E-Mail to: cityhall@ci.brookfield.wi.us

