TRAIL USER’S GUIDE
Dear Brookfield Residents,

T R A I L

S Y S T E M

"Your Community Connection"

Brookfield is blessed with so much natural beauty!
I encourage you to explore nature by hiking and biking
on our Greenway Trail System. This Trail User’s Guide
provides helpful information about the system of recreational
trails and pathways that connect our parks and other
community facilities, as well as link to the regional trail
systems.
This is another great way to enjoy living in Brookfield!
With Best Wishes,

Steven Ponto
Mayor

Introduction to the Brookfield
Greenways and Trail System
The City of Brookfield
greenways and associated
trails are a carefully
planned system that
links neighborhoods
to each other, natural
areas, parks, and the
overall community. If
your destination is a park,
school, shopping or dining
location, work, other community facilities or the regional
trail system, try using the “Greenway Trail System”. The
GTS can be the best way for you and your family to enjoy
Brookfield and all that it has to offer.

DEPARTMENT OF
PARKS, RECREATION
& FORESTRY
Greenway Trail System Vision Statement
The Greenway Trail System is a comprehensive citywide system of recreational trails and pathways that connect parks together and also links
these sites with other community facilities and to regional trail systems. The trails are located within and adjacent to the primary environmental
corridors in the City as feasible. The development of the trail system is a culmination of many years of planning with the vision of acquiring and
utilizing lands located within the greenway corridors for recreational enjoyment as well as ecological restoration and environmental educational
opportunities.
Department of Parks, Recreation & Forestry
2000 N. Calhoun Road • Brookfield, WI 53005 • 262-796-6675
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Website: www.ci.brookfield.wi.us

What are Greenways?

Why use the Greenway Trail System?

Greenways are corridors of protected open space managed for conservation and recreation purposes. They often
follow natural land or water features and they link parks,
nature preserves, cultural features, and historic sites with
each other and with populated areas.
Greenways and related trails provide access to open space
and serve a number of important functions:
✜ They tie park components together to form a cohesive
park, recreation, and open space system.
✜ They conserve green space and emphasize harmony
with the natural environment.
✜ They promote public safety by separating pedestrians
and cyclists from motor traffic where possible.
✜ They promote public health by providing residents
with a resource based outdoor recreational
opportunity and experience.
✜ They also can enhance property values.

There’s truly something for everyone on the Greenway
Trail System. With the development and growth of
Brookfield, there’s a high demand for self-directed alternative transportation recreational activities. The Greenway
Trail System is the perfect, affordable solution. The trails
are fun, safe, scenic, free, convenient, educational and
expandable as the system develops. They’re like getting
away without going away. Of course, Greenways and the
Greenway Trail System also link popular destinations and
leave a legacy of nature appreciation for generations to
come.
Who can use the
Greenway Trai System?
The Greenway Trail System has
been planned so that everyone can
have a day of adventure. Walkers,
runners, skaters, cyclists, and
people who simply enjoy nature
can take advantage of this recreational opportunity. Most of the
6- to 8-foot-wide trails also meet
American with Disabilities Act
standards for the safety and enjoyment of all.
The future of the Greenway Trail System is
bright

History of Brookfield Greenways & Trail System
The concept of the greenways and trail system is a culmination of many years of planning with the goal of
acquiring and utilizing lands located within the environmental corridors for recreation enjoyment as well as ecological restoration/education opportunities and stormwater
control. The City has unique topography that includes
3,000 acres of environmental corridor lands (generally
located along the Fox River and other major streams in the
City). These lands consist of woodlands, wetlands, and
wildlife habitat areas and are, in effect, composites of the
best remaining elements of the natural resource base of the
City.
In 2002, the Common Council adopted the Greenway
Corridor Recreational Trail Plan as recommended by the
citizen based Greenway Corridor Committee and the Parks
and Recreation Commission following months of public
review and input.
The objective of the plan (updated in 2011) is to develop a comprehensive citywide off-street system of recreational trails to connect existing and proposed parks
together, and link these sites with other community facilities and to the regional trail system. Under the envisioned
plan, the trail system would be located within and adjacent
to the primary environmental corridors in the City wherever possible and would also utilize railroad rights-of-way as
feasible and existing City streets where necessary to assure
connectivity of the entire system.

Completion of the approximately 39 mile system is
anticipated to occur over the next five-ten years. The vast
majority of the funding for this major initiative is generated
through lease revenues from wireless communication companies who lease city property.
All of the proposed trail segments were rated and prioritized in the plan and the Parks and Recreation Commission
will be re-evaluating the proposed construction schedule on
an annual basis. Updates will be included on the City web
site, in the seasonal Parks and Recreation Activities Guide,
and in the City Newsletter.
When fully implemented, the Greenway Trail System
will become the “centerpiece” or “connecting link” of the
City’s park and open space system and will provide additional recreational opportunities for residents to experience
the natural heritage of the City. The system will also connect neighborhoods, in a new way, which will provide safe
routes for children, and lead to expanded possibilities for
community interaction.
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Trail Rules and Safety
Trail Hours: Dawn to Dusk, Seven Days a Week.
No Motorized Vehicles are Permitted.

Share the Trail and Be Courteous. This is a
multi-use trail. Respect others, regardless of
their mode of travel. Don’t trespass or cut
through adjacent properties or yards.

Keep to the Right and Communicate Before Passing.
Let other trail users know when you are approaching
from behind. Signal by saying “passing on your left”
and give others time to respond.

Stop for Cross Traffic and Obey Signage.

Maintain Control and Safe Speed. Adjust speed for
other users, traffic and trail conditions.

Keep Pets on Short Leashes and Remove Pet
Waste.

Pedestrians Have the Right-of-Way. Bicycle riders and
in-line skaters yield to all other trail users.

Observe all Park Rules.

Respect the Trail Environment. Do not disturb
wildlife or the many native plants and wildflowers
that grow along the Greenway. Pick up litter.

Numbers to Know:
In an emergency, call 911.
Report unsafe trail conditions to
262-796-6675.
Report non-emergency concerns to
the Department of Parks, Recreation
and Forestry at 262-796-6675.
Contact the City online @
www.ci.brookfield.wi.us

CITY OF BROOKFIELD GREENWAY TRAIL SYSTEM
ROLLING MEADOWS TRAIL
trailhead access: Rolling Meadows Park
length:
1.7 miles (interim route)
surface:
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt/concrete)
On Street Residential (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Wisconsin Hills Middle School,
Bluemound Road shopping/dining

DEER CREEK TRAIL
trailhead access: Krueger Park, Mary Knoll Park, Endicott Park
length:
6.8 miles (interim route)
surface:
Off Road Trail (6’ - 8’ asphalt),
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt/concrete),
On Street Residential (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Milwaukee County “Oak Leaf Trail”,
Kinsey Park, Mary Knoll Park, Ruby and
Brookfield Manor Park, New Berlin Trail,
Bluemound Road - Brookfield Square
Shopping Center, Endicott Park, Weston
Hills Park, Village of Elm Grove Park

DOUSMAN TRAIL
trailhead access: Dousman Stagecoach Inn Museum &
Historic Park
length:
3.0 miles (interim route)
surface:
Off Road Trail (6’ - 8’ asphalt),
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt/concrete),
On Street Residential (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Wirth Park, Pilgrim Park Middle School,
Dousman Stagecoach Inn Museum,
Brookfield Square Shopping Center,
Bluemound Road shopping/dining

LILLY HEIGHTS TRAIL
trailhead access: Lilly Heights Park
length:
1.8 miles (interim route)
surface:
Off Road Trail (6’ - 8’ asphalt),
On Street Residential (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Capitol Drive shopping/dining,
Brookfield East H.S.

UNDERWOOD CREEK TRAIL
trailhead access: Mound Zion Park
length:
4.2+ miles (interim route)
surface:
Off Road Trail (6’ - 8’ asphalt),
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt/concrete),
On Road Bike Lane/Paved Shoulder (striped
asphalt), On Street Residential (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Wirth Park, Dixon Elementary School,
Brookfield East H.S., Capitol Drive
shopping/dining, Lilly Heights Park

BEVERLY HILLS TRAIL
trailhead access: Mitchell Park, Wirth Park, Beverly Hills Park
length:
3.5 miles
surface:
Off Road Trail (6’ - 8’ asphalt),
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt/concrete),
On Road Bike Lane/Paved Shoulder (striped
asphalt), On Street Residential (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Fox Brook County Park, Towne Centre
Shopping Center, McCoy Park, Brookfield
Village Area, Beverly Hills Park, Brookfield
Academy, “Nathan Hatch Trail” & Oakhill
Cemetery, “The Ponds” Ice Arena, Wirth Park,
Burleigh & Dixon Elementary Schools

VILLAGE CENTER TRAIL
trailhead access: Brookfield Road & Riverview Drive (future),
Wirth Park
length:
1.4 miles (interim route)
surface:
Off Road Trail (6’ - 8’ asphalt)
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt/concrete),
On Road Bike Lane/Paved Shoulder (striped
asphalt), On Street Residential (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling
destinations:
Brookfield Village Area, McCoy Field,
Brookfield Elementary School, Wirth Park,
Civic Center

CIVIC CENTER TRAIL
trailhead access: Wirth Park, Endicott Park
length:
3.3 miles
surface:
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt/concrete),
On Road Bike Lane/Paved Shoulder
(striped asphalt)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Wirth Park, Civic Center (City Hall, Senior
Center, Library, Public Safety Building), Ruby
Isle Shopping Center, Brookfield Central H.S.,
Bluemound Road shopping/dining, Swanson
Elementary School, Ruby Park, Endicott Park

GATEWAY WEST TRAIL
trailhead access: Mitchell Park,
length:
2.2 miles (interim route)
surface:
Off Road Trail (6’ - 8’ asphalt, boardwalk)
Bike Path/Sidewalk (6’ asphalt)
On Street Residental (no markings)
activities:
Walking/running, bicycling, rollerblading
destinations:
Mitchell Park, Fox Brook County Park,
Camelot Park, Gateway West Industrial Park

