Map 6: Garage Doors and Loading Docks Facing and Accessing the Public Right-of-Way

The major street proposed for abandonment is a segment of 127th Street extending from Lisbon Road north to Congress
Street. Natural gas mains, sanitary sewers, water mains, and storm sewers are located within the right-of-way. Electric and
telecommunication lines are located overhead. Additionally, several businesses can be expected to continue to need access
to the street until properties redevelop and their orientation can be adjusted. Phased closure of the street is recommended,
beginning by closing the street at the intersection with Lisbon Road. Access would continue to be provided from Congress
Street. As properties redevelop and orient themselves to either 126th Street or 128th Street for access, 127th Street can be
vacated in a progressive fashion.
In its evaluation of options for street networks and potential street abandonment, the Brookfield Plan Commission determined that vacation of these streets would enable assembly of larger parcels of land for redevelopment. It is generally
more economically feasible to redevelop larger properties. Traffic and accessibility impacts will be offset by the phasing
of roadway abandonment and construction of an alternative street pattern including an extension of 128th Street north of
Lisbon Road.
124th Street & Lisbon Road Neighborhood Plan

33

Public and Private Utilities
Two goals should be pursued with regard to utility services in the neighborhood. The first of these will be to improve the
availability of telecommunications services. The second will be to bury overhead services or alternatively, to relocate
them to the rear of properties or other locations where they will not be as visible. Private services to individual properties
should be buried. These activities should be conducted at the time when neighborhood streets are reconstructed, as reconstruction will require relocation of the poles for overhead wires on 126th Street, Congress Street, and the remaining portion
of 127th Street north of Congress Street. The City of Brookfield should work with both Time Warner Cable and telephone
utilities to ensure that both DSL and Cable Internet services are available to the neighborhood’s small businesses.
Public and private utilities serving the lots on both sides of 127th Street are located in the street right-of-way. These include natural gas, electricity, telecommunications, water, and sanitary sewers. With eventual abandonment of the street, it
would be desirable to relocate as many of these services as possible to the remaining streets. This does not appear to be
feasible, however, due to the recent investment (ex., water mains in 1998) and the cost and logistical issues involved in
relocating services to individual properties. Furthermore, as 127th Street is to be abandoned, it would be acceptable to
leave the overhead services in place, as they will no longer be along a public street.
It will be necessary to provide water service to 128th Street for fire protection. This may be accomplished by running a
service west from the existing water main on 127th Street through an easement across private property. The City would
need to obtain this easement from a willing property owner. Alternatively, the service may be extended from Lisbon
Street north to where a hydrant will need to be located in accordance with City standards.

Map 7: Underground and Overhead Utilities
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